Curriculum, discipline tough
at turn-of-century Academy

By June W. Kennedy
s the fall term at Westford Aca-
demy began in September of
1905, there were 24 new scholars:
10 boys and 14 girls. From May
Day's notes, one finds that Ger-
man was new to the curriculum.

“First period had German. Arthur Hil-
dreth and I take it. There is only one
Grammar for the three of us. It is one Miss
Thompson used at college. Today I sat In
the chair and Miss Thompson stood behind
us. Pronounced alphabet and some words,

“Mr. Perkins saild we weren't going

the four books in Caesar, but only
mu& we could get more out of it. I
am going to read the fourth book outside be-
cause | want to go to college."

Ruth Johnson, a 1919 graduate of the Ac-
ademy, recalled: “When we got to high
school, we used to walk all the way up from
Chamberlain's Corner. In high school you
know they'd be dances or something and
we'd walk back again at night in the moon-
light.
1E""‘l?l::m't it strange how much less fear there
was In those days. I don’'t think we had
any, for therte was nothlni to be afraid of
then. Yes, I'd even walk by the cemetery
[Fairview]. I'm used to that cemetery, for
that's where my husband and I did part of
our courting. He worked there for the Greig's
‘il he was 18 or 20, so when I came home
from school he'd be waiting for me out there
on the stonewall.

“All of my children have graduated from
the Academy and three of my grandchildren
have duated. Not many families can
boast that today.

“There were four In my class. Exercises
[commencement] were held in the Town Hall
in the afternoon, I think. I walked up to my
graduation; I had to be early. On my way
up, Mr. Mark Jenkins who ran the black-
smith shop at Chamberlain’s — he came
out and handed me a bouquet of moss roses.
I'll never forget that. 1 was so pleased and
they were so beautiful. It's sometimes the
llt:z: things that one remembers, I think.

“My first year of high school, Mr. Rouden-
bush took us on a trip to Boston to histori-
cal places. The English teacher took us
down [to Boston| one time to see ‘MacBeth’,

‘... a fellow by the name of The-
odore Park, he was a wise guy.
...Miss Young got after him for
what he’d done. He just looked
at her and he could wiggle his
ears just like a horse. She
turned red and sent him to Mr.
Roudenbush. He never came to
class or school again.

Austin Fletcher

probably by train from the depot.

“We did have a basketball team, the girls
did the first year [ was there. Miss Moreland
was the coach. But that was the last year,
because they had no other teacher that was
coach materlal, so we didn't have a team af-
ter that.

“Gym suits had bloomers with a long
blouse with a sailor-like tle. I remember we
played Littleton. Edith Lawrence was the
most wonderful English teacher. There
wasn't anyone like Mr. Roudenbush.’’

Declamations seem to have been an inte-
gral part of the curriculum at the Academy.
May Day frequently referred to these recita-
tions. From her April 13, 1906 diary:

'l declalmed, ‘Bruce and the Spider’. One
place I nearly missed, but didn't.

“Happy New Year. School begins today,"
May recorded in her diary dated Jan. 1,
1905. Other holidays received attention, as
in May Day's dlary entry of Feb. 12, 1906:

““We got out at noon because it was Lin-
coln's birthday. Had the Gettysburg speech.
Mr. Perkins read the Governor's Proclama-
tion and the Emancipation Proclamation
and ‘My Captain’' by Walt Whitman."

April 19, 1906: *'No school today because
it is the anniversary of the Battle of Lexing-
ton and Concord. Hooked and churned.”

May, 1906: ‘‘Miss Thompson gave me a
chocolate she got in her May basket. Addie
and Anna went to hand a May basket to
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THE THIRD WESTFORD Academy served the town's high school population from
1955- 1973, when the current Patten Road building was opened. Today the Depot
Street building houses Abbot Middle School. Its library, ballfield and the school’s first
band instruments were donated by the Abbot family, owners of Abbot Worsted Mill.

(Courtesy June Kennedy)

Thursday, September 22,1988 7

[0 ACADEMY
Continued from page 6
Miss Newcomb.,"

“No school today. Washing-
ton’s birthday."

In Jan., 1907 May ed:
“It was 4 degrees whml;epmstarted
to school. Cold in Mr. Perkins
room, 48 degrees when I got
there. Some boys had overcoats
m."
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Turn-of-the-cntury high school
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‘Isn’t it
strange how
much less fear
there was in
those days. I
don’t think we
had any, for
was
nothing to be e :
ﬂﬁ'ﬂid ofthen. THE ASSEMBLED GROUP of Westford :
Yes. I’ d even Academy students (photo at top) did their °
es, best to make sweet music as the entire °
walk by the high school orchestra in 1924. Known as -
cem Roudenbush Community Center today, -
[F i s ’ the Academy (above) was draped in:bunt-
airview]. ing for the town’s 200th anniversary in
My Day 1929, (Courtesy June Kennedy) '
1955 the third Westford Aca- signed. In September of 1973 its
demy was erected. doors were opened.

While the second one served
the town for a period of 58
years, the third building was
able to accommodate the ex-
panding high school enroliment
for only an 18-year span. Dur-
ing these years the population of
Westford had just about
doubled.

Thus, it was, albeit with some
opposition, the fourth and pre-
sent Westford Academy struc-
ture on Patten Road was de-

Recognition has been given
two of the original subscribers of
Westford Academy. The third
high school building was re-
named Abbot Middle School
when the Patten Road Academy .
opened. The library of this *
school, the ball park and first *
band instruments and uniforms
were gifts of the Abbot family of
the Abbot Worsted Company.

The present Westford Aca-
demy library was named in
honor of Zaccheus Wright.



