Foresight yields shady result

By Gordon B. Seavey

ust a century ago, Westford

had a very active organiza-

tion known as the Westford

Improvement Soclety. Most

of the names of its mem-
bers have been lost but it has long
been remembered that Willam E.
Frost, energetic principal of the Ac-
ademy, was its leader and instigator
of good ideas.

For one thing, this group was
credited with planting the double
row of tres. of which a few still
remian, encircling the Common.
These were a mixture of ash,
maples and a few white pine, the
latter along the head of the triangle.

The interior of the grounds were
left vacant, for in earlier days local
militla drilled there...and boys and
girls from the Academy used it as a
playground. Unlike Lexington's
common, our local centerplece is
crowded with all sorts of plantings.

At the turn of the century, it was a
delight to ride in a buggy behind the
family horse along tree-lined
streets, nodding at neighbors and
enjoying the landscapes.

The trotting horse and buggy are
only memories; few tree-lined
streets remain.

But homeowners could do some-
thing to add to the natural beauty of
Westford should “the spirit move",

Don't wait for Arbor Day to plant
an ornamental shrub or two or a
tree on the lawn. All the hardwoods
grow well in our soils and the ever-
greens keep their needles to be
appreclated in the winter as well as
summer.
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Tn 1880 the US Department ol
Agriculture passed a law protecting
shade trees along roadways. To en-
courage this movement, the depart-
ment Issued short spikes with
metal tags to attach to trees identi-
fying those worth saving,

Old records show that the
Improvement Society asked for 5,-
000 of these tags along with posters
calling attention to the new law and
its penaltes.

cated that “a large majority of the
public are heartily in favor of pre-
serving and encouraging the plant-
ing of suitable shade trees, and the
law has been generally complied
with.”

A final suggestion: Trees, like chil-
dren, grow fast. Problems exist
today that were not imagined a cen-
tury ago. Although maples, locust
and oaks are fairly resistant to high-
way salting in the winter, it is best
to plant trees a safe distance from
the street.

It is also suggested that trees not
be planted beneath or near utility
lines...overhead lines and tree
branches are not amenable. As
newly planted trees reach a certain
height under the wires, along comes
the tree trimming crews and "“snip,

snip.”

Realtors will tell you that shade
trees increase the values of prop-

erty.

Gordon Seavey, a Westford na-
tive, well remembers ruining a saw
blade when striking one of those
old spikes in a dead log.



