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Forge Villuge Beauty Recalled

By G. B, Seavey ‘
{The anthor of los historienl arlicle
i a recident of Belmont.)

Arocund 1864 the property was sold
to Thomas S. Hiitinger of Belmont, who
not only operated large markel gardens
in that suburb for the residents of Bos-
lon. it is considered ihe firslt 1o aver
export ice to the Caribbean and to other
hot ports of the world. Iee cut fram
Fresh Pond in Cambridge wns {aken over
a speecial spur track inla Boston, then
loiwrded gn sailing vessels for many parts
of the world. Packed in wel siawdust.
the lce sarvived long days at sca 1o en-
hance the tables and diinks of the
wealthy 1 hotter climales.

Hiilinger noted that Forge Pond was
ideally suited for his aperations, heing
right on the railroad line. only seme 33
miles by rail lo Boslon, It Is alsp 3 size-
able pohd with the Litlleton-Wes!ford
town line splitting it in haif. with 104
acres of water in Westford, A tiny bit
of the lake lies in Grolon.

HERE HE WENT Into the ice busi-
ness noa big way. as sinlisties  later
showed,

The cost of his new jce house, great
sven in these davs, steod him  $53000
mcluding the steam engine which ran
the endless chain fram the lake up
ramps to carry {ce cakes to proper levels.
As the jechouse graduallvy bacame [illad,
the cakes would have to he raiscd hizher.
then were chuted tp whichever seition of
the leehouse which wes helng filled.

Anclher 33000 wont for the cosi of
tonis, Even today, fishermen someiimrs
hook onto an old ice pike or chisel which
sorue careless jce harvester dropped in the
Water meny. many years ago.

When jve harinsting time came
around, almost every man and hoy in
the area had r chance to go to work. It
was in the dead of winter, the cakes were
heavy, and it alwayvs wae wot and frosty
work, For the year 1821, records indi
cate that 173 were employed cutling ice,
with 50 horses on the project. Theer ant.
mals were usad 1o pull heavy saw hlades
Ll scored the ice. and also 10 pull the
floats up o the loading entramee nf 1he
irehouse. Here the flonis were broken up
In long strips by men with itron bars
with blades oh the end, then Inln indi-
vidual cakos hafore they were picked up
by the revelving chains,

In this =ame year, Hillinger sent
some 33,000 lons of jce Lo Boston for Jdokn
P. Squire and the amount stored fop the
Southern markel was 30.000 (HES

Aboul 121{ inches was the desived
thickness  for cutting jce. Some  vears,
when the weather was cold and the waler
again froze to this Ihickness, It was possi-
ble to cut over the same area, thus bring.
g ihe supply closer to Lhe econier of
operafinns,

When summer rolled around. CRMPErS
werg able to pick up broken hunks fram
e cakes which were being Isaded onln
box ears, without charge. at 1he fee
house, .

The comtour of Forge Pond has
ehanged bul litlle over ihe past century
or more. The Jate Julian A. Cameéron. an
officer of the Abbot Wersted Company,
was heard ln state one time, however,
that the story had becn tolkl him that the
pond, briore it was dammed by the while
man. coversd ahout half [is present ex-
panse,

Insiead of lhe swinging and dancing
and other such  innecent amusements
which went on in old Execelsior Grove,
today’s vacatienisis find much pleasure
at Forge Pond.

Bathrrs find the wators sofl and
clear, although lale in the season, as
1he warmer watere up in {he marshy
tributaries of Beaver and Gilson Brooks
send down harmless algae, the pond has
never bern known to become contami-
nialed. Inecldentally. eanoreists find bhoth
of these meandering stveams a delight 1n
explore.

THE ~GASOLINE MOTOHS have
taion over mast of the work of the man
in 1he yow-boal. glihongh mast fishormen
still eling 1o the =inwer form nf Iranspar.
tation. Ineidemtaliy, in recend yemrs cize.
ahle buss have hoen removed from Forgs
Ponrd, but not ju such quantilies as to
rause an inflax of huney  fisheonen,
‘The last one we heard abaut weighed
fusl over tive pounds, and was caught at
2 a. m What patience!

And now summer residenis report a
slight decline in the number of - speed
boats on the lake wilh an Inerease in the
use of sail power. Neariy every dav this
past geason a flotllla of graceful ang
hotseiess sailboats can be seen nn Fopge
Pond. The art of swling a trim  Jite
cratt, in spite of 1he many variances of
the wintds on a seall lake, may he oyver
takitng lhe impulse of pushing o speed
beat the full lengih of the lake, back znd
forlh 4 fow Llimes . . . and then, no place
rise 10 go!

The lake is ienl for sailing. Crescent
siwipe, it extends shout one and onchalf
Lirs, mainly east tn wost. I1s widest part
is only a hall-mile. This is at the western
side of the Jake, from where & marker
sels off 1h~ joining of three old Colpnial
wwns, Littleton, Graton and Westlord, to
Seavey's Cove, about midway on fie
eastern side of the lake. it is near this
[afler spot where the first summer camg-
ors came 1o Forge Pond. at the turn of
the eentury,

Forge Pond is sometimes ealled Lake
Maltawanker., No ong seems o know
how to spell this name because no one
really lmows where it came from.  \When
some 1wengy acres of Jand ar ihe unper
western end of the lake were developed
shortly after World War IJ, the tand pro:
meters used this Indian name cxlensively,
Some forty years ago, we rememhber the
nime being usivd on 2 post card, with the
Erglish  “interpretation or translation
being the “amiling blue waters,”

Mogt old tireers still like the old his
loticnl name of Forge Pond and the
Eroup ef power hoat owners on the lake
ralls itseli the Forge Ponrd Boat elub.



