Excelsior G_rove__—-l ]

Forge Yillage

By G. B. Seavey :
{The auihor of thiz histovical ariicle
is n residond af Hebmont.)

For summer visitors who enjoyv the
blue waters of Forge Pond. which at
Forge Village forms the headwaters of
Stony Brook. few if any today ever
knew that a cenlury ago a thriving pie
nic spot was located on It shores.

Known as Excelsior Grove. an rarly
description calls it "a beautiful hickory
grove with all the wusual desivable ap
rurtenances for picnic, Sabbath schan)
acd pleasure parties desiring to enjoy
a snrial time in a delightiul place.”

It was on land later accupied hy the
Daniel Gage Ice Company of Lowell, but
prior 1o the coming of the white man
was doubltless the gathering spot of many
of the Indians. Being near the gutle! af
e pond. it iz passible that Old Andrew,
the Indian, who sold hi: walre (weir)
ta the 1own of Grotan before 1630, made
his best catenes here.

But now, even rhe irehouses are
gone. vielims of the changing times andg
a spectacular five a few decades apo. All
that remains is a spot of valuable, Jevel
ground, hetween the shoves of the lake
and the Boston & Maine Railread Lrack,

This prove was establiched in 1815
and a description of its facilities included
the important pein: that it rnjoved good
transportation service. Those “desiring ta
enjoy & social time in a delight{u] place
can dn sn by taking passage in the cars
of the Stony Brock Railroad Co. (later
iaken over by the B & M) for Forge Vil
age."

FROM LOWELL, "“in 50 minutes you
will alight within 20 rods of Excelsior
Grove on the marggin of a0 large and
beautiful pond, where such innocent
amusements and excreises as water px
cursions, swinging, daneing, musie, efc.,
may be fully enjoved.”

Evidently planned to bring as many
sovial parties 1o the then litla village as
nossible. the deseription goes on to say;
“Committees or sgcirties and parties are
respectfully invited lo examine the prem-
ises and decide for themselves whether
there is a more desirable resort for ox-
cursion partics in this seetion of the coun.
fry." The loeal chamber of commerce was
in full swing!

A special note wag made that no in.

Beaufy Recalied

toxicating Jiquor was to he alowed on
the premises. Yet mayhe there were
neighboring farmers who could have sup-
plled a draught or 1wo from last year's
cider pressing.

The person to zet in touch with for
a permit to use Excelslor Grove was
Imla Lawrence, of whom there were
many in Forge Village along with the
Wrights and the Prescotts at that {ime.

Ta have a picnic geove on the shores
of & pretly pand and without Ifacilitics
te go out on the waters soon brought
action from a local cilizens’ commitlee.
A gondly anumber met at the store of
Jonathan Prescotl on Aug. 11, 1845, 4o
organize the Forge Village Boat Corpora-
fien. David P, Lawrence was named
chairman; Abe] Presentt, secretary.

Seven men were chosen lo procure
a Jarge boat as soon as possible and pre-
pare a code of hylaws. Stock in this com-
pany sold for far Jess than some glamnur
stacks of tloday. The inltial price was
1.00. There was apparcntly no rush to
buy the stock, although it was prired
low enough. The initial sale was &4
shares, bringing in a lotal nf 884, It was
spread amnang 41 shareholders, Luther
Prescolt buying sevon, five others five
shares, and the rest In smaller amounts,
mostly a single share.

These shrowd Yaniires, howaver, gvi.
dently ssw a good business transaclion
even when it applird to the eniertain-
ment field. From 1949 to 1864 the yearlv
dividends ranged from 4% to 15%%,

LET'S GET ABOARD the boaf. It was
a side wheeler, called 2 erank hnat, which
seated 20 or more passengers. Two men
turned the cranks to rotate the paddle
wheels. A sofler job went to the third
member of the crew . ., he =af in the
rear and steered.

The fares wore rather complleated
atid 10 et f cheaper rate it was Letler
to overload the unique craft. The charge
for 1he use of the boal for any tlme not
exceading half a day was six and one-
fourth cents per hour for each individual,
Ior passcnpers not excceding 20. Any
aumber over 20, the rate was an even
four cents per excursionist,

What was jmportant in establishing
Fxcrlsior Grove in a few years caused ils
demise . . . the neamess to transporta
tion.

{Continued Tomorrow)



