Westford’s ‘gold’ in Lawrence streets

By GORDON B, SEAVEY
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WESTFORD = Ifthecity of Lawr-
ence, as L has threatened, gots to
court todisprove this Isthe worst city
in which to live in the nation, cne
nrgyument could be Lo show that some
of its streatanre paved with Westlord
grunite of the finest quality.

Rand McNally publivhing com.
Iumy says Lawrence rates as the
eastdesirable eity in which tolivein
this natlon, the result of it belng
listed in the recently-published
Places Rated Almanac.

The two authors who compliled sta-
tistics forthenrticlosurely may have
overlovked the fact that the mill cis
ty's strects, although not paved with
®old, have stoud up well for more
than a century,

Senre a plus for Lawrence - and
Weatford, too,

More than a contury sgo an ambis
tlous Weatford man, Noah Preswcott,
descondantinalong line ol early ret-
tlers, ngrecd to furnish the city with
1,200 square yards of “the best quali-
ty of Westford Grunite Lo be used for
paving.”

At age 26, Noah was most enlers
prising. A badly battered memo book
showa that he fulfitled his part of the
agreemtent. We presume, Loo, that
Lawrence pald up. The gracefully,
hand-wrilten contract dated March
6, 1971, spelled in detail the lermas,

Each block was to be five to 10
inches in length, four to five In width
and soven to elght inchea deeE. The
blocks to be laid between the “horse
car rallroad tracks,” howuver, were

to be but five to six inchea thick.

The contract called for delivery of
the granite prepaid o freight yards
in Lawrence, A count was tnken
when the blocks were removed and
the number of yards of stone was to
b estimated. An advance of 80 pore
cent for the value of the material was
to be made with the finsl payment
only when the stone was lald and
then measured.

The price set by the city council,
with Mayor 8. B. W\ Davis’ duly wit.
neaned signature, was $2,56 per
fquare yard. The mayor also waa
chalrman of the committce on Lawrs
ence Streets, indicating that he held
8 firm hand over the expenditures of
the city.

Stone quarrying in Westford be-
gunasadistinct businees in the carly
part of the 18th century when men
worked not on the great depoaits of
grunite uncovered later which has
mude Westford famous, but the buul-
dersor"erratics” that were depowited
all over town by the great glacier.
Sotne vay thal was 15,000 years ago.

Wandering through abandoned
lands today, particularly in the
northern part of the town, one finds
reninants of this endeavor, lrregular
hunks of grunile are scatlered about,

showing tool marks, but discarded
becauso the graln was not proper for
cleavage, the splitting in true lines.
Long slabs of granite were worked
into praper dimenalons, then cut like
piecea of cake Into paving blocks.
Prescott wns one who chose to
work those boulders or dobbloes, as
they wore called, into paving blocks.
The paving of stroets and sidewalks
with granite was a forerunnor to our
present bituminous surfaces.
Praucott left the quarrying of
heavior pleces of granite, more likely
to be used na foundations of butldings
and heavy machinery tosuchquarry-
men as Carkin, Palmer, Morrill and
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Colburn, who worked various
“lodges” scatterod throughout the
town. To come later was tho great H.
E. Flotcher quarry in the 1880' on
200 acres.

Samuel Fletcher is reported in
1848 to have drawn a "large quanit-
ity of stone to the landing near the
rallroad” and hod it ready for ship-
rlns when the Stony Brook Railroad
Ine was first opened. Heavy blocks
wore shipped over this line to Lawr-
ence for construction of tho great
dam on the Merrimack River. Three
small rallroads lines wene used over
[dentical tracks.



