Westford was fruit producing center m1 3

By GORDON B SEAVEY

WESTFORD  Primanily an agricultural town since first
seltled by Soloman Keyes from Newbury in 1664 on F rances
Hill, Westford gradually hecame noted for its fine fruits at
the turn of the century in 1900 [ts nearness to markets in
Boston and Lowell provided an outlet for its penishable
products

fhe soil was idealfs smted for apples too and many
fine orcharus were scattered throughout the community
Now there are unly a very few fruit growers left mainly in
apples and peaches who are producing on a large scale

Herries were 4 popular item starting off with
strawberries 1w June raspberries (ommg into season
around July ith and then blackbernies following Other
products included plums chermies grapes currants and
prraches

Growing berries took o lot of hand work and the
perishable (ruits particularly raspberries had to be rushed
1o market Some farmers Uke the (ld Homestead's
Willlam kittredge teamed their own fruit Others brought
the fruit to a central location from whence individual
leamslers were to cart the crates and boxes mto the Buston
market lor a small lee

The maost popular shipping pomnt was from an old siore
building that ~tood at the pont of the t ommon n Westford
tenter 1t had 1 broad pazia all along the front where
farmers would bring in their produce in the early esemng
The teamsters would then load their 4agons, grouping the
shipments according to which commussion merchant was to
handle the sale at Fanewl Hall Market stalis

Laading was alwavs a social ime as farmers teamslers

0's .

and kids gathered at the Common. ‘l'beremﬂ,udjh,

including the ‘practical ones, Joshing and boasting abeut
what the best time any team would nnteit.m&:n
miles of dusty rutty roads loBostoa.
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