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Westford plans for Bicentennial

By GORDON B, SEAVEY

WESTFORD — A varled
serles of programs,” spaced
over a peried of 20 months,
has been suggested by the
Westford Blcentennlal Com-
mittee to commemorate the
town's parlicipation in events
which led to the start of the
American Reovolutlon,

In preparing lts report to
the seclectmen for the year-
end, the locnl Committee has
proposed hall & dozen major
programs, the first to start in
April, 1975, and to end at
Thanksgiving & vear laler
They hope o obtain town-wide
participation In the planning
and execution of appropriate
obsorvances,

The suggestions made in-
clude a religious ohs.rvance
the macking of the original

trail over which the local Min-
ford common to the North
Bridge at Concord; a histori-
ca! pogeant; the restoration of
the orlginal Academy bulld-
Ing; a fact booklet on local
life up to and during the Rovo-
lution, and the enlargement of
the present company of Min-
utemen,

ACCORDING TO Allister F,
MneDougall, general chalr-
man, the American Revolu-
tion" Bicentenial  Commis-
slon alrcady has designated
Westford ns a  biceniennial
community and the tewn soon
will be given o flag and a
charter honoring the town,

Colonel John Robinson,
supported by Captains Ollver
Bates, Jonathan Minol and Ti-
mothy Underwood, led 103
Westford men to Concord ear-

ly in the morning of April 19,
1775, along a dirt road to par-
tiepate in the skirmish at the
bridge. The route taken is the
same which Is now used to
link the twe communities,
with the cxception of about
one-half a mile which skirfed
a swamp near Route 27,

‘Plans ave fo mark this
route, which starts from the
Common, with the designation
the “Colonel Jobn Robinson
Trall.* Local Boy Scouts, fo-
gether with other Interested
persons, are planning to hike
this trall on Aprll 19 lo starl
off the fown’s 200th obser-
vance.

As the old First Parish
Church and the town were as

a single unlt at the tme of
the Revolution, appropriate
religious observances will
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take place during lhe perlod
designated, In the Flrst
Church Unlted.

Preparation will soon start
on an educatlonal booklet, for
distrlbutlon to the schools and
to the townspeople, which wil
deserlbe  Westford's lifestyle
which led up to the maich to
Concord, its leaders and those
who left that memorable day
for the fight. Most of the men
were farmers, poorly tralned
andt Nl-equipped, bui inspired

with the desire for freedom,

Later many went on to other

battles before peace was final-
ly declared, This souvenir
booklet would probably con-
tain a goneral program cover-
ing all events.

THE WESTFORD Players
have already indicated an in-
terest In presenting o pag-
eant of historleal nature, from
the late 1700°s to the prosent.
It would he staged probably
cutdoors, and woull include
large ntimbers of townspeople
in the cast.

One of the most dlifficult
projects to’ undertake would

be the restoration of the orl-
glnal Westford Academy

building, erected In 1792, and .

now, in generally poor condi-
tlon, Presently In use as the
Central Fire Station, it wili be
vacated in t he spring on
completion of the new fire sta-
tton next to the Town Hall,

.'The Academy trustces are
supporting the propesltion of
making the bullding'into & his-
torical museum but do not
wish to deflect too much of
thetr funds, mostly tagged for
scholarshlps and loans, to the
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reconstruction, They are ask-
ing the Academy alumni and
the Historical Society™ to
spoarhead a committee to se-
cure funds, when needed,
throughout the town,

For “the occdslon, It is ex-
pected that the troop 'of Min.
utemen will be greatly
strengthened so that they may
participato in larger numbers
during the ovents to come, A
colorfut unit, it Is secking new
members of all ages,

CHAIRMAN  MacDougall
stated, “The expense for all
these projects should he met
by volunteer coniributions of
koih money and labor, 5o that
all cltlzens .will feol a sense

. of pride in helng a part of the

200th
tion.”

Long Interested in Westford
history and.local affairs, Mac-
Dougall reactivated the old
dishanded In the lafe 1000's to
become Its new president. Be-
causs of his partleular histori-
cal Interest, he wos chosen by
the selectmen to head the bi-
centennlal committee. He Is a
natlve of the town,*

Other members ineclude
Jack Dimond as secrelary,
Barbara Brewer, Bruce Brin-
kow, Arlenc Diamond, Theo-
dore W. Engel, Betle Hook,

anlversary  celebra-

- Charles 8, Kennedy and Gor

don B. Seavey,



