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SPANISH WAR CANNON
oo With Clvll Wer mmunhlon

Westford Cenier s cannon: Rellc
that ‘likely never fired a shot

‘By GORDON ll SEJ\VBY

‘WESTFORD ~ In one of
the most prominent spols in
town, al the apex of lhe Com-
mon, slts a cannon ihat praba-
biy never fired o shot, I is
a rolle of the Sponish-Ameris
can war, belstered on three
corners by pyramlds of Civil
War cannon bulls, far loo
large to (it the old cannon.

Many a youngster has sal
asiride the heavy mass of

, Iron, imagining some day llmt

a blast wil) roar out of the
monster's mouth, to hurlle a
cannon bat] down Maln Streel,
perhaps o8 far as  Slony

Brook!

But whon the British made
the gun In 1808, Il wus never
intended to shool cannon balls
such as the U.S. Navy used
during the Civil War. Instend,
it landed ai Morro Casile ot
the entrance of Sanliage har-

bor, Cubn. It was ‘captured
und taken by the U.S. Navy
at the beginning of the Span-
ish-Americon war,
THIROUGH frlendships, the
canhon finolly found fis way
{0 Westford Cenler, The denl
wus maneuvered by Sherman
D. Flelcher, one of the town's
most lionored cltizens, o so-
Jectinon and businessman, On
a visit lo Washington, D.C., In
1899, he pald hls respecls to

John D, Long of Hinnhnm.

‘then Secretary of the Navy.

iang was o pust prineipal of '
Westlord Academy, later a
trustoe, and former goveinor
of Mossachusells, and Lhe two
men were close [riends,

A tour through the Navy
Yard und the spol where
some of the trophies of - the
Spanish-American  war _ were
stored kindled a thought in
the Westlord man's mind.
How aboul one of these guns
as a memorlal plece in the
home lown for the Sponish-
American war?

In due time, the gun was set
up on a8 pedestal of Westford
granile, wilh bronze plaques
commemorating the wor, Un-
forlunately, In recent yecars
these deseriptive plagues
were ripped off. by vandals
and are now losl, perhaps for-

ever,

THE  SPANISH-Amerienn
War was not popular and enly
two deaths of locnl serviee-
men were recorded. They are
Monzo A, Adams and Philip
Prescoll. The latter, one of
the town's most popular and
promising young men, died of
disease in  the - Philippines
after combat.

And so this mixed memorial
stands, a reminder of two
wars which upset ond wasled
so mony lves, 1L Is not consl-
deted & display of arlistic
meril, and many would say
that L deserves a secluded
plaee, I imleed a place at oll,
in the heaulification of the
lown,




