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ANV

By GORDON B. SEAVEY

(Editor's Note: Gordon B, Seavey s #t noted local histo-
rian and retired newsman wha periodically writes on
subjfecta of historjc interest in the area.)

WESTFORD - Over tho principal’s desk at Wostford
Academy is & small, framed receipt doted June 30, 1869,
and signed by Principal John D. Long for the generous
sum of $4. It reprosented the tuition for "M's Helon
Tower” for the final term of her schooling for that year.

In those days, tho achool year was divided Into threo
torms, the firet atorting in late August, At the end of
November, thero was 6 two-week break, The winter
torm ron to near the end of Merch when there wus
another simllar vacation. School kept in acesion until
mid-July, allowlng for a six-week summer vacation,

Tharefore, EIl Tower pald 312 for daughter Helon's
year at tho Acadomy. Today, the cost of n year's educa-
tion per pupi) is in the vicinity of $1,700 - and the
taxpayer foats the bill.

_ Thostudent onrollment at that time ever an extended
period was 78, an all-time high. Today, the aumber if
approximataly 1,000, For further comparison, Principal
Langhad eno ass!stant, o woman teachor probably with-
out a college dogreo. Principal Joseph F. Lisitoday has o
staff of 70.

As a privato achiool, the Academy’s invested funda for
genernl support amounted to $18,000. These funds now
amount to $350,000 through prudent management and
with additions made by grlvale citizons and graduates.
The money ls entrusted to the Trustoes of Westlord
Academy, operating as a private charitable organiza.
tion. Tho incomo is fur scholnrships tabout $12,000
annually) plus expenditures for apecial items to beneflt
the entire student body.

The e\:r. and the old

Waostlord Academy Principal Josoph  those fssusd today. It Is expected that
Lisl, loft, shows senlars Cindy Ryder 225 of the lattor will bo presented ot
and Dennls Dauphinals the diffsrence  next June's graduation of the Class of
batwaon the "panter size” diplomos 1981,

that wero lssued 85 yoars age, and

Anothor Westford Academy historical documont 18 a
diploma dated June 21, 1895, complote with a faded
rlbbon of the class colors. 1t's slze, 21x17-Inches, draws

immediate attention bocauee of the amount of space it

takes on Principn] Lisi's wall,
Huge by todoy's standarda, the document isindicative
of tho Impreasion in that era of the Impartance ol racel v
ing o recondary school education. Although not artistl.
colly beautiful, these diplomae were hung with pride,
usuaily in the parlor, Today the Academy diplema has
shrunk to one-eighth the original slze; and now usually
lnnds on s wnll or n shelf in the gradunte's bedroom.
This particular antique diploma, however, s of un-
usunl intoreat. It wes presented to Thomas Richmond
Frost, who had completed the Latln Scientific Courao of
study. Hie father was William E, Frost, beloved princip-
ul of tho Academy for 32 years prior to his deuth in 1804.
Two additlonal signaturcs to that of the prineipal on
the parchment makos it worthy of speclal recognition,
One is that of Rev, Edword Augustus Horton, super-
intendont of the Academy for many yoars, and & long-
tlme trustee. He woe o noted clorgyman in the Bosten
arca ond served os choplain of the State Senate. Horton
studied ot the University of Michigan and Heidetburg,
and waa a graduate of Meadville Theologlea! Schoal.
The other signer was John D, Long, 32nd governor of
Magsachusotts and thon president of the Academy trus.

tods.
Fresh vut of Hnrvard Colloge. like many others who

Wsﬂ‘pd ‘ude‘my — the present and its past

receded him, Long firat came to Westford in 1867 to
Eoud up the Academy for two years. Although only 15,
he became o favorite of the students and tho townspeo-
ple, an association which lasted unti] his death in 1913,

Long preelded over many graduation exercises, was
the princlpal speaker at the 100th annivoreary obsery-
anca of the founding of the schoal, and alse at the pre-
sentotion of the Civil War monument to the town in
1910, At the podlum he was eloquont and could bacalled
& "clasgical orator.” ;

Long wes a lawyer, speaker of thoe Moesachusetts
House of Ropresentatives for three years, and governor
of the Commonwealth from 1880 to 1882, Elected to the
United States Congress, he olea aerved o8 Secretary of
the Navy under Presldents William McKinloy and The.
odoro Roosovelt, While in this office, he procured for the
town the anclent Spanish cannon captured in Suntinge,
Cuba, which stande at the apex of the town commaon,

Horvard and Tufta granted doctora! degrees upon
Long, and he also scrved ae prosident of the Board of
Qvorseors of Harvard University,

And aa for young Frost, ho wos o gilted pianist and
ployed the orgon for graduation exerclses, He became a
musical Instructor at Rio Grande College in Ohio, and
lator at St. Catherine’s School in Dolivar, Tenneasce,
Whilo tiving in the South, he died suddenly at o yeuny
ggo and was buried locally in Fairviow Cometory with
his futher and mother, An older brother, Fraucis, was u
Journaltst withthe Now York Herald inthat city, nswell
an London and Parls.



