Westford Abbot helped open Japan to world trade

By Gordon B Seavey
Faight gencrations o
was no imbalance of

there
trade e

tween the United States and
Japan because trade did not
exist Japans markets were
closed to the world

Today the enormous imbal
ance In  US.Japanese  trade

amounts to S37 billion ( ungress
is stirred to the point of threaten
Ing protectionism if the .Japa

nese In turn dont buy more
products  with the Made
I"S A label

We like Japan s lovotas Som
IV s and Yamaho prwos The
Japanese sav the dollar s too
high We are at a cross roads

Westford Wanderings

Our historn renunds us that
relations with Japan some |30
vears 4ago was an entirely difler
ent matter The Japanese so dis
trusted other countries they had
shut themselves ofl from the rest
of the world C(ountrnies who
wished to trade with them werne
folled as ports werr closed to
det reed the nilers

By 1H52  Congress had de
cided that stern action would
have to be taken to protect Amey
lcan seamen and property in
Japanese waters  ( ommmodore
Matthew Perry (birother of Com
modore Ohver Permy of 1 ake Frie
fame) In charge of the U'S fleet
in the Pacific was the man as
signed to take on the task of
opening Japan to the world

Westford Officer

Satling with Permy was an out
standing naval officer a West
ford native by the name of Joel
Abbot From a 19 vear old mid
shipman fresh out of Westford
Academy, he had risen in 10

vears to flag oflicer of the fleet
succeeeding Permy in this post

For orer 250 vears Westford
men have senved with distinetion
in several w s expeditions and
skirmishes starting with cam
paigns gainst the Indians up to
ind thiough the \ietnam war
Because of the make up of the
earlv local population of farmers
and sons ol Tamers Westford
men were  Lind folk  and few
got torecone the sinell of the sea

Bur Joel Abbot chose  the
Navy o He enbister! o the maval
service i the war with Bncamnm in
1R12 10 he telHowed short!y by
his vounger brother Young men
were woepted on oand after thelr
Posth barthidas

e tathier woas also foel Abbot
) Al g bwal girl the former
Iavedf o Commmigs ronsed a family
ol thiee bovs and three girls in
the which stood  until
191 4 apposite the € enter post of
hee

Jew b woas therr sevond child
Lorn e 1795 He entered the
Acadonny which was across the
street and Hiter went on to bigger

ronise

things Alter senving as a mid
shipmn he hecame aide and
signal  oheer to Commander

Rogers of the frigate President
He lator came under the com
mand ot Commodore Macdo-
nough who headed the naval
torces on Lake ( hamiplain For
gallantry i the area he was
promaoted  to heutenant com
Marede

Head of Navy Yard

Fuithenng Ins career during
the nest decade he was to take a
prominent part in the astound
mg Amencan expedition in the
Pacifle  whith tastorians like to
write about  the opening  of
Japan tothe world

In the Pacific Abbot was In
commuand ol the US  Macedo
niin and with the fleet sailed
1t Tokve Bavy oa iy 8, 1853,
with a demanding letter from

Prestident Fillmore

By show of force and through
tough diplomacy In which Abbot
had a sizeable part, Japan reluc
tantlv opened its ports of Hako-
date and Shimoda. granting
trading rights to the United
States and the rest of the world

It was reported that Abbot per
formed delicate diplomatic duties
to the complete satisfaction of
the government while in Japa-
nese waters

Later he supervised the plac-
ing of buoys and a light ship in
Shanghai Harbor, defining the
channels and sailing course for
the first time

The opening of Japan s
deemed one of history's most sig-
nificant  diplomatic  achieve-
ments as it not only changed
American and European policy

toward Japan but brought about
a marked change within Japan
itself which in the years to come
would be a great world power

Today, Europe as well as the
United States and other coun-
tries find that Japanese goods
now flood local markets

A bronze plaque on the me
morial to all wars at the apex of
the Common reads of the early
exploits of the Westford Naval
officer during the War of 1812-
15 and acitivites on Lake Cham-
plain It mentions that when
Commodore Macdonough asked
if he were ready to die for his
country, young Abbot's reply
was ‘'Certainly, sir, that is what
I came into the service for ™
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