Weed treatment plans
may die for fund lack

By GOHDON B. SEAVEY

WESTFQRD — Unless fumids are resteorad by
the Commonweallh, the planned lreatment of
obnoxieus weeds in ponds i this state will be
dropped for this year.

Appliegtions of herbicides approved by the
U.5. Environmental Protection Agency and
the stale Depaclmenl of Environinental
Qualily Engineering starled last year, amang
others, in three ponds in this vicinity, They are
MMitl Pood and part of Forge Pond in Littleton
the batance of Farge in Westiord, and Sandy

Pand in Ayor.

There were lhree applications dering the
past summer to ctear up tmwanted werds and
aigae and reporls at the end of the season in-
dicated that a good start had been made on a

{hreevear program, This obnosicus vegetation
Junders reerealional aclivities, ineluding
« heating ard fishing.

The major culprit and hardest o eontrol is
the cabamba ar famwort. This is best described
as a small underwater pine tree and much
harder te eliminate than o similar weed,
milloil, which respends to chemicals much
quicker. To fisherrnen, the iweed is 2 par-
licular menace.

WAHRMER THAN normal wealher this spr-
ing, whken bathing was shserved as early as

April 19, raised the temperature of the water
te give the weeds an rarly prowth stact.

Acrording 1o Alhert . Trosas of Al]le:l b

Biological Conlrol of Waltham, the hio.
engineer who trealed the ponds last year under
coniraci, the caoomba will now greatly extend -

‘iis domain because it is not competing as

much with other weeds as previgusly, He in-
dicated thxt the money spent last year, a por- .
tion of which was supplied by the towns 1R-

valved, will be 'parlly wasted inasmueh 25 the
program requires A three-year application,

_three times g year,"” He fears that the exprnse

lo revilalize the eradicalion program nexd
year wilt be mtch mara costly. :

Flanagan Pond was treated Lhree weeks ago,
with the eost being horne by Ayer. Without
further state aid, however, il may mean drop-
ping this freaiment alrezdy stavted for aquatlc
weed control.

Applicalion of the approved herbicides ig
done &n the surface of the waler by an air-
driven “swamp buggy' which swings in and
out of caves and inlels wlh ease. Several
passes are made in parlicularly heavily ip-
fested areas with the chemicals. An example
was last year in the vicinity of the Westord
{own beach. . ;



