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The general store — o

By GORDON B, SEAVEY

WESTFORD, - Partof Now Englaid -

Americana is tho.old genoral store,
fow of -which operato_today. Here
country folk gathered to shop for a
wide solectlon of commodities, swap
home grown produce for other goods
and to exchange gossip, .

For 130 yesrs there was such a
storo in Weatford, Wright & Fletch-
or's, oporated by two Yankeo famitiea
at40 Main 8t. ovorlooking tho town's
picture-postcard Comimon,

Although the store was a jumbled
array of many items, it offored tho
necessities of day-te-day life. Here
the epirit of fviendlinces provailed
amidst the smell of fresh ground cof-
foo ~ and porhape with a nibblo of
strong chease and a Westminstor
soda cracker.

/Transformed now into the Wil
llamsburg Flower and GIft Shop and
fivoattractive apartmenta, the build.
ing presontly is owned by Dr.
Andrew R, Kussmen, who regrots
that he couldn't duplicato the old
omporium,

But for those who remember, and
those who wish they could, & smalt
replica of the store s heing ropro-
duced by the Westford Garden Club
as purt of thoir Christmastime ex.
hibit in the newly-opened town
museum on Dve, 4 and 6.

For imany youars, Sherman H,
Fletcher was the “front man” in the
Wright & Flotcher partnorship, His
side-kick, Harwoad L. Wright -
known as Dick to aduit and child
aliko ~ waanot far behind in author-
ity. They mace a good palr and as far
as over noticed, there wus nover a
squabble between them,

Sherm was tall and dignified with
blue eyes twinkling behind gold-
timmed glaxses. A commanding fi.
gure, he started each doy’s work by
putting on a long light brown elerk’s
coat, He loved hls home tawn and hia
fellow tnan,

Duringhls lifetime, he filled many
tawnoflices, most natably onn releets
maun, for which he received $90 a
yoar. Perhaps he lavished teo much
personal tiine on town bustneay, but

he liked the authority and was great.
y respocted, . e
-Wright wasa slight man who dres-
sed immaculately. He was a favorite
among the ladies although he nover
married, *

In addition to his many duties in
running the store as business mana-
ger, he kept the books. For many
years, until his death, he was town
trensurer at a salary of $176,

Genial Fred Hartford was a long-
time clork and was pormitted to sell
life Insurance as a sido line, Shorm’s
soft-apeaking daughter, Julia,
assinted with tho books.

Small boys, from time to time,
were allowed to aweep tho floors or
{11l kerosene cans — o nasty {ob as
was bagging potatoes - in exchange
for a bottla of Mox{e or birch beor and
a nonpolitan, . '

Buriness was trannacted at a slow
paco those days, The pleavantrice
which pagaed botween clork and cus-
tomer were somo componsution for
uniocking the doors In the morning
ot 7 and putting out the eat and dous-
{ng tho kerosene lamps at 9,

A porch oxtended along thefrontof
tho building with settcea where men
and boys {never the adies) would
gather ingood weather. When winter
came, tho{ moved insido, to sit
around a sheet lron wtore fed with
conl, brought up from the collar by
the boya.

No small person ever entered this
store hut who would not cast a quick
glunce to the right. Here was where
the candy case was perched upon a
counter, most tempting to eager
youny buyers, holding tightly a fow
pennies! .

Should a little brother or sister be
too amall to obtain n full view of nll
the godies, he orshecouldntundon s
emall box in front.

Most popular were tha chocolate
covered nougatines. Two cost but a
penny and invariahly lasted longer
than old-faahion creoms, another
popularchoice, alsocalled n “twofer.”

Far the courting young man, thore
was a goodly assortment of Schrafit'a
and Lowney's chocolates, in faney
boxes with ribbons,

In constant ure ever genorations,
the glass on the showcase showed a
distinct patina ingraeined by ponnics
scratching tho surfeco,

When it was a Ropublican admi-
nistration, a post office occupied a
prominént place to the left of the en-
trance. When the Demos teok control
in Washington, the mini-offico
moved across the Common to the
country storo operated by John M.
Fletcher and gon, Hobort,

Noxt tothe post office, along ahow-
cnge displayed the sundrics for dress.
making ond not much of a selection of
yard goods. On shelves ngainst the
wall was a grouping of patent medi-
cines, with even a colic cure for

horsea,

The building had ono chimnoy, In
tho centet of tho atare, Bucked up to
this were square tins of Nabisco
cookica und Bradt'a soda crackors in
butk. Choose your own mixture,

On a counter in back of the store
the stock of men's work clathen was
stucked and below an assortinent of
rubbera and boots, A cluttor of farm
and garden tools oeccupied aside room
and here one found a goodly assort-
ment of nafls loose in wooden kegs.

Il ane was not too fussy about the
color, there wag an ample aupply of
paintsfor In and outaide usage. Hare,
too, were various hardware items;
glnes was cut to size,

Principal commoditics on sale
were the staple grocorics. Sugar,
beuns, rice, corn meal and rolled onts
camo In bulk.

Former clerks, Austin D. Fletcher,
H. Amold Wilder and Gustave Pater-
son remember well the tedious jobw of
scooping these items into papor bugs
in vartous unit sizes, caretull
welghing on a balance scales eac
sack ak it was boing Alled, These
were neatly tied with the string puls
ed down from the ¢eiling hanger and
neatly atacked, ready for the next
customer.

1t wan assumed that Westford
cooks were the best and to choose the
carreet flour for pana of hume-made
braad wua done with great care, They
could buy King Arthur brand (athil
unbleached) and Pillsburv's Beat,

WRIGHT & FLETCHER IN 1900

«an old country store which stood for 130 years

but long gone are these brands: Cere.
sota, Bridal Veil, Beacon, Allen'aand
Silver Patent. '

‘he store maintained a covered ox-
press wagon for picking up goods at
the raitroad and making deliveries
around town, The wagon was stored
nights in a shed whose walls were
rodecorated yearly, courtosy of Bar.
num & Bailey's Clveus, This meant a
couplo of froe pagacs,
rdors were solicited In person,
nat by phone, throughout the Center
for vame delivery, twice n week. Out-
lying districts recelved orders only
one day per week,

As u small boy, Tueddy Green ree
members woll his many trips to
Wright & Fletcher’s to survey the
candy counter and to pick up a couple

of loaves of Frienda's bread.

Now, Teddy and his wife Barbara,
live In approximately the spuce used
to slore the dellvery wagon, keep the
grain and eced supply and the
kerosenio master tank.

‘The store was modernized prob-
ubly only once during ita 180.-yenr
history, During the World War 1
pariod, the front porch was removed
and buy windows ndded.

Thismeant theold windows, liber-
ally covbrod with Salada Tea Poree-
lain lettering, old posters and stick-
try, and fly spocks a1l had to gro. Thiz
made for a more “modern” appear-
ance and posaibly a better pluce to
display merchandise, but these dis.
plays were rarely changed.

gl.d timers fondly remember the

old store as it rerved: the needs of
their parents and grandparents
fuithfutly,

Huntington Wells rematked last
week, “1 don't go by the old building
but what I recall the time Edgar
Potersan and 1 were pansing by, fresh
out of Sunduy School, | touched a
mateh to the bottum of the big ther-
mometer tacked nlongside the front
door, The bulh exploded and that wus
the end of thut weather stationt”

For part of this display, Austin
Fletcher Is loaning a et of pont office
boxes from the old store, &lso a nail
keg complete with the “claw” haml.
wronght fron toot used to “claw™ the
nalls from the container,



