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Foreword 

This short biography of our father, Francis Michael Sullivan, is meant to honor him and to give 

him the credit he deserves for his contributions in making the Veterans' Readjustment Act of 1944-

commonly referred to as the G.I. Bill of Rights-a reality. 

There are significant gaps in the narrative. For instance, we know little if anything about him as 

a young newspaper man in Massachusetts and Connecticut, but it was in Waterbury, Connecticut where, 

as a court reporter, his writing skills impressed Congressman James Glynn who hired him in 1924. Our 

father came that year to Washington, D.C., and worked as an aide for Congressman Glynn and his 

successor, Thomas Goss, until 1935. Between 1935 and 1940, we know only that he was an attorney 

presenting appeals before the U.S. Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia and the Federal 

Communications Commission, but the cases and the details of his work during that period have been 

lost over time. 

What is not lost, however, is the memory of our father as a man of grace and endurance, 

especially during his last years, a man of faith throughout his entire life, and a talented writer whose 

skills were needed at one, pivotal point in time-between 1943 and 1944-in support of America's 

veterans. 

Francis Michael Sullivan was a gentleman, first and foremost, whom people found charming and 

likable. He was deeply spiritual and practiced his faith in spite of crippling disabilities late in life. He 

was elegant, but he never felt or acted superior to anyone, and he was far too generous to demand the 

credit he rightly deserved for his greatest accomplishment-drafting and advocating the G.I. Bill of 

Rights. 

Many have made this narrative possible. (Please see "Acknowledgements.") This short 

biography cannot do justice to our father's life, but it is our hope that what follows will shed light on a 

life of honor and grace. 
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