Spring’s tirst signal
appears on the 13th

! By GORDON B, SEAVEY

{Gordon B, Seavey, a local historian
and long-time newapaperman, writes
occaionally on the area’s history and
truditiona),

*+ WESTFORD ~ Priday, March 13
may huve bogn an unlucky day for some
but for focal (lshermen who haunt Forye
Pond to cast a Jine for large mouth bass
or & slim pickerel, it was a bit of carly
luck = for thut's the day the sheet of
rutten {ce broke up.

* It was spring’s signal that the time
has come to launch the rowboat or
canoe, or make a fow castings off the
mill dam.

" For more than 20 years an ardent
p of Forge Villagers have argued
uring the winter months as to when

the “officla) word™ would come that the
212.acre pond was clear for apring
fishing.

'Tho word came at Friday noon, whon
Fire Chief George Rogers, who now
makes his home on the eastarn shore,

assed the good nows lo Postmaster

rt Connell, scorekeeper for the past

twodocades. Verilyill'lgthn fect wasnext
door neighbor Mrs, Karl Dayley

Acconding to Connell, the thickness
of the ice had been 30 inches untll the
spring thaw hitin February. This wasa
near record, due to the lack of an in.
sulating snow cover, an early freeze
over two weehks before Christmasanda
bitterly cold holidsy season. lce at Nah
nasset had reached 26 inches, which
made for great ekating and tce boating.

The average break-up time is In the
firet week of April, but for the past elght

ears [t hes come in March. A yoar ago,
t was March 11 when the all.clear
whistle was blown even though the fce
coverage was only about four inches
with o heavy anow cover.

Untll the advent of the mechsnical
househald refrigerator COyears ‘:‘p, the
harvest of fco for commarcial and home
cooling wan big business 8t Forge Pond.
Beores of men and boys wilh hories
S R
story Qage loe Company buil on
what is naw the town beach. [dea rgkk-
ness then was 14 inches, not 30,



