[Sixty; years ha

(Gordon B, Seavey writes frequently
on tho history of Northern Middlosox
County,) .

By GORDON B, BEAVEY

WESTFORD =~ Today's envoll-
ment at Wostford Acadomy {s ubout
1,000; and when the Class of 1981
frndu&tel In June, Princlpal Josoph
', Lial expacts that 325 sanlors wili
parade on tho school’s athletio flold
to accopt diplomay, v

Sixty yeara ago, oxercises were
baslcally the same, Thoclass gift, tho
spoeches by the valedictorlan and

o salutatorian, varloue prizes and
honors givenout by thetrustaes, and
-a principal addross from some visits

;ing dignitary were {u order, The
coromonies climaxed with a rush by
parents and frlénds to congratulate
tho diploma recipleats, .

* Thoro wore a couplo df difTerances,

though, Earlier graduation exerclses
ware held In the old mestinghouse,
Just across tho common from whove
the ariginal academy huilding stood,
Lator, thoy were porformed in the
town hall, with voteran trustee
chairman Herbert E. Fletcher hand.
ln{]nut the diplomas.
- But In 1919, only four atudenta
sotemnly marchod Lo the platform to
tho tune of "Pomp and Circumat.
unce.” This claes consisted of one boy
and three girle. Looll[nr on was the
rensinder of the school population,
about 85 in number, plua relatives
and {riends.

Thoy liatened to the class hiatory,
the “grinds,” the prophecy and class
will.The boy wandressed probably In
his first pants suit (boys wore knick.
ors then), The girls, in long drosses,
carried bouguets, :

Those present jolned In ninglng

the cluss song, and then the gradu.
ates wore welcomed by the Wostfond
Academy Alumni Assoclation in tho
lower hall for & luncheon and annuat
moeting.

Some of the students from tha
Brookside arva arrived ot school vn
trolley carm, but this was the last
year(orthintype of transportationas
the bankrupt line folded that very
year. Others drove wagonsor rodeon
“barges” called Reo Speed Vagone,
But most folks walked or hod their
own blkes.

Principal Willlam C. Roudenbush,

1

Ofilcial school year pleture of
teachets and the enlire student
body was token an the steps of the
formsr Westford Academy (now the
Roudenbush Communily Center) on
Maln Stree), The Class of 1922, the
frathmen, ore seated on the two

an ndmired disiplinarian and a guod
teacher, was in his soventh year us
hoad of the school, He had two, some.
times three assintants. As some stu.
dents left during the four-yesr
A]eudlmy perlod, others took thelr
ate.
P Well.:romembered was Edith
Lawronee Hildrath, who toak charge
while Roudenbush was on State
Guard duty during the Boaton Police

MRy,
X

bottom ateps. Principol Willlam €.
Roudenbush, who ssrved [n that
copacity for 28 years, Is pictured In
the reor with teochers Edith Lows.
ence Hildrath and Katherine Otl on
his {eft. The Alumni Astoclation,

etrike that fall. Other teachors ware
Carolyn Thorndike, Elizabeth
Brown, Etta Crane, Mary Jane Con-
nors and Libby Cohen. Dorothy
Lathain, a dynamlc Engliah teacher,
coached the school plays,

Forthe Nirst time, & girle' gleeclub
was formed by recent graduate
Pamelia (Daisy) Precious. The group
started In the fall to rehoarso the
tmuglcal program for graduation,

Westford’ Academy population - 199-0
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ons of the faw very active groups of
its kind In this areq, has a record of
most of thase students, Thoss still
Iiving ore opproximotsly 80 yeans
old. Author Gardon B, Seavey, now
75, Is scaied on the front sieps,
third from left,

Tho Inrgest claus fur mony years,
numbering 19, was the group ta
gradunte in 1922, This time, there
were 10 boys ond nino girle. Money
earncd during the yesr which was
usod (0 Nnance a c)ass trip conslsting
of n seafood dinner at Nanferket
Beach, & brief stoy st a Boston hotel
and seats for a production of “The
Ghost Traln,” starring E. E, Cigde,




