Iy GORDON B. SEAVEY
Wf-_STI-ORD — For {we cenfurfes

this northern Middlesex - County lown in -

Massachusetls has been observing (e 4th
of July in some form or gther. I has not
been alone. -

Schoolboys (and giris) Emve recogniz-
ed it as the date on which the Declaration
of Independence was signed in 1776 es-
tablishing these United States. .

And il Is also a day ta celebrale. As
part of community exercises, youthful
oralors quote-many parts of this famous

doetment, usually beginning with “When
i e Course of hamah events, 1t

becomes necessary for one peaple to d|s-
solve the political bands which have con-
necled them with another, , ,»

No one two centuries ago was much
surprised at the news fromfphiladelphn
when it finally arclved, Just when, ihe

Rure_Wesiford document

- resounding information eame across the :
- borders of Westford is notcer!am Wllhm_ '

a fe days; d week or perhaps a bit longer -

aﬂer the sngndtureq weré affixed? |

- Unalded by the speéd of modcm com--

mudelxons nevertheless’ news travelled
thmughuul this area - rether rapidly.-
Couriers on horsebagk spréad news elther

by -word of . mouth ‘ot perhaps a -

“handwritten or pririted papér to the com-

inbhity leaders. From tis paint it quicksy
* pasted alefig counfry- roads by: excited

nnghbors to isolated farmhauses. LT
- Wtilizing the full power of {he grow- .

Jng press, the co!nmsts were alble 1o dis-
pateh theldetails of ma]or evenls even lo

. Yemote afeas.-We can imagine families -
“and nelghbors gaihered around.a...

[u-eplm-e or ‘in candlelight or along a

-"stone wal fo iisten {o"a more educated .

pefson read the latest issue.,
There was the New—Eng]and Chrum
- cle of Sanvel and Ebenézer Hall which
had moved -back- to Boslan from
Carnbridge, ‘where it had been in riding

,'white the Brilish occupied the cily. Mare

-‘famqus of coinse,-was the Massachy setls
';py, -wheh Isaiah “Zhomas, the ~fiery
- ‘printer, had Tioved frém Boston for sale-

-ty reasons to selile permanently. m"

‘Woreester.

BENJA'\HN hl.)hb had laken the

" ‘Boston Gazette to Watertown and did not
- return {0 Bosten until Nuvember 4, 1775,
rot for safety réasons but hecause of an
uulbrealc of smallpox in the city. -

The" controyersy belween ‘England

anid the colonies gave these DEWSPIpers,
and others like the Saleni Gazelte, anun- -

- usual opportunity to’ assert thcmselves

. Dhoughtlil persen whose ancestors lived -

and to take a commanding pos.ltmn in”

“local, colyny and natiowal afiairs, The
puhlishers vigorously upheld the freedom
of the press — as they da now;

. There is no question but in the move-
ment téward American independence, the
Palriot press played a tremendous part,

1t widely spread the news and prapaganda -

of the colonjsts Iong hefore.the Concord -

fight and continued to do so {kéreafier
~wilhout fear They were a courageuus
.. Eroup.

But the day July 4 had a vcry spegial

Sirong 5|gnulun: of Cal. Jnhn Roh 50N | i among the S!gners of
the J'u!y 4,1774, documenl on dlspluy at the Weslford hbrury

TIE DOCUME’\IT rescued hy a

in the sorthern part of fown, is preserved
in the J.V, Fielcher Library, It is an ag-

* ing sheel, beld tugelher with linen thread -

- and when opened measures 13% mches in
widik by 20 in he|ghl

The document,” wluch had. heen
printed in the Boston arca ard sent
pradably fo zll Massachusetts com-

. munities, s in type on the first page, Icav— ’

ing two blank pages for-sigratures, -

A formal sgreemgnt, the covenant
" bad been worked out by the Boston Com-
mitlee af Cnrrespondence of ‘which Dr.
“Jéseph Warren, a topranking

Masszchusoils palrlot leader, ‘was _a ",
spokesman, It was the colonists’. reply tor

~Ale actual clusmg of the port of Boston on
June

(3 was sent to cuilying commumhe:,
on 'the 3th. Tts probable lmpact was con- -

_.sidered Seriously, no doubt, by Weslford

" meaning to \‘v‘estford two years prior-to

" 1776,
And this is why
. N was on July 4, 1774, that 207 West-
tord men slgned a "Solemn League and
Covenant,” protesting the closing of

. Béston port They mel fo discuss fhe

" issues no doubt in the meetinghouse at the

- center, where all twm meelmgs were
+ heml. -

-+ The culmmalion of the dehberatmns

.according to records of Jehn Abbat, town -

clerk at the lime, was the first o lrgamzed

lpeal protest of any grea.t significance

toward the British.

The action was: “Voled unammously
to take under oir consideration the
- papers sent from Boston to our lewn in
- consequence of sd Boston Harbour being
Blocked up. Voted unapimousiy that the
covenant lasily sent to Westlord (with
some small alterations thereon) sheuld
be signed by our {own.

~"“Valed lhat the Covenanl signed by
. the ichabitarils of Westford Refating ta
Boslon affairs be kept or Lefl i in the tawn
Clerk’s hand During the town's Pleasure,
and also to relurn the names of those wha
do nol sine this paper.”
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peaple for three weeks until format action
_ could be taken- This was en July 4.

it is rather a lengihy manuscnp! and

_begins with this basic statement: -

"“We the Subscribers, mhablta'lts of
the town of Westford, having. taken inlo

oir serious CUUS[dEFaf.lOﬂ the precasions.
slale of the liberties of North-America,
and more esjocially the present distress:
ed condition of this insulied provinec, ém-
barrassed as i is by several acts of the
. British parliament, tending {o the entire
subversien of our natural and charler
Tights: Amang which is the act for bloek-
ing up the harbour. of Boston: and being
fully sensible of our. indispensable duty

Lo lay hold on every means in our power
Lo preserve and récover the mch m_|ured -

. constitution of aur country; and consefous

at the same time of no alternative -

between the horrars of slavery, or the
carnage and ¢solation of a civil war, bul &

Robmson s, mgnuture

. ARTICLEES:gmhes that sheggms' '

would not “buy, purchase'cr dofitume, or

suffer any person, by, for or under us o’

puréhase or consuwie, in .any manner
whatever, any goods,” wares and
mcrchandlze that shall azrive in America
from Great Britain ...”

The nexd atticle alfirms Um prurmse
to hold t6 the covenant *'witil the port or
harbout of Boston, shall he opened, and

" we are 'fully’ restored to the free use of
B cunshlullon&l and clarter righls.”,

Here again the ward *fully™ was cmsseﬂ
ol in the Weslfard document.
“In another place, Lhe localiles had
added the werds “imported from Great
-Brilain” just fo be ceriain hat lhere was

.10 misunderstanding of - Ehexr {eelings

suspension. of all eommercial inter-

course with the island of Great Britain:
Do (and here the words "in the presence
of God’ were deleted) solemmly and in
. good’ failh, covenant and -engage with
each other, 1st, That from henceforth we
will suspend all commertial intercourse
with the said island of Great Britian, unlil
the said act lor blocking up the said har-
bour be repealed, and a ‘full’ {and this
word was deleted) restoration of our
charter rights be obfained.”
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_about that counlry!

Note linén thread holding paper Iogeﬂur, ulso, chunges mude in
ariginal wordmg_

R S el .
THE- SIGNATURE of Colonel John

+ Robinson .stands in prominence among

*the other signers almost lo the same ex-

tent 'that Jeln Hancock’s. does on fhe -

. l'ndcpendence document signed lwo years

later, |
Zaccheus Wright, tm-.n leader,
founder apd first presrdenl of Wesf[ord
Academy and the lown litracy sysiem,
shows up along with the captains of the
_town’s three Minulemen companies:
Underweod, Batés and Mirial,

. While the covenant. could have been
subseribed to by adults of both sexes, the
men apparently signed for their farmixe-s.
This was long before warnen’s kb,

Pioncer [amilies, some descendanls
of whom still live in town, have their
narmes inscribed, ‘I‘here are 23 Flelcher::

SMINewspaperArchive

l.one survwor

Admiring Ihe fin “eum" cup used dufing the Revelutionary Wor by Col. John Rabirison te
deal out daily porfions to his troops is Mrs, Alice Prescott Collins, 89, a descendani Sheis
shown in front of her 1780 homeslend in Forge Yilloge.
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