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WESTFORD - Tho outlot of
Forge Pond was bolioved to have
beon the rallying point for the fow
Indians who roamed this area of Mid.
dlesex County, It was here, at the
headwaters of Stony Brook, that
Andrew, the Indian, snagged fish
attompting to swim downstream,

Now, 135 years lator, tho Indinns
have beon roplaced by laughing

bathors scoking rellof from the July
sun. During the intervoning years,

there have been varied changos,

Once known as Excolalor Grove,
tho tract {3 now in the hands of the
townepeople as ono of their twe pub.
lle beaches, and the valuablo propor-
ty {8 securo for guncrations to come
a8 a recreation area. The other, Ed:
wards Boach at Nabnasset Pond,
purchased just last yoor, is another
populor summor spot.

xcolelor Grove rocoived its start
08 a recreation aren whon a numbor
of local poople mot ot the storo of
Jonathun Prescott on Aug. 11, 1845,
to organize the Forge Villoge Boat
Corporation. David P, Lawronce was
named chafrman; Abol Proscott,
sucretary. To have a protty body of
wator 8o cloge by, with poseibilities
for boating as well as a g!cnlc grovo
for the viilngers, suemed to be goad
fortune for the town,

An carly description called it "a
beautifut hickory grove with oll the
usual dosirablo appurtenances for o
plenic, Sabbath school and ploasure
raulou dealring to enjoy a social time

n a dolightful place.”

Three years later, in 1848, the
Stony Brook Railroad started operat-
ing. It could feed passongerato Forge
Village as tho railroad station was
almost noxt door,

The public rolations of the timoes
read, “Thoso desiring to anjoy a so-
clo] time in a delightful place can do
s0 by taking passage In the care of
the Stony Brook Railroad Compon‘y.
Fram Lowell, in 30 minutes you wil
alight within 20 rods of Excelator
Grove on the margin of a large and
beautiful pond, where such innocent
amusements and exercisos as water
excuraions, swinging, dancing,
musle, ete., may be fully enjxed.'

A special note was made that no
intoxicating llquor wasto be allowed
on the premises. Yet, thore were
some enterprising nearby farmers
whocould havesupplied adraughtor
two from the past year's cider

pmainti.

A lack of facllitios to vonture onto
the walers soon brought action from
the committee. Scven men were
chmnlogmunn!nmbmumn
o possible and prepare a code of
bylawa. Stotk in this company sold
forfar lesa than some glamour stotks
of today. The inftial price for one cer.
tificate was $1. A total ¢ale of $84
way spread among 4} stockholders,
Luther Prescott, whe ran the local
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tavorn, headed the list with soven:
five othera bought five shares each,
and the romainder was distributed
in smaller amounts,

The reason for the demiso of Excol-
slor Grove s not known. It In be-
Hoved, howover, that itatocation was
mero valuable for other purposes.
The now rallroad line ran through
the property, it was centrally located
in a prospering village, and the
ground was lovel, It turned out that
it was ideal for ico houses.

Thomas 8. Hittinger of Belmont
purchased the property in 1864, Ho
was recognized an the firat to export
lee to southern United States cities
and the Caribbean. He brought the
fce to Botton and loaded sailing ves-

sels,
Daniel Gafe of Lowe)) purchascd
the property later. In a terrible con.
flagration in 1820, the tinderdry
wooden bulldings burned to the
ground. Rebuilt, but to s emaller de-
srw. the new unit bumed again on
uly 14, 1831,

With events of this sort, plus the
invention of the household refrigera.
tor, the ice business on Forge Pond
melted.

‘Today. the hickory trees are gone,
but old Excelsior Grove carries on
the tradition of being a “delightful

place to onjoy.”




