- One time Westford teacher
“made name as sculptress

By GO}tDON B, SEAVEY

« WESTFORD = A precoptress of Westford
Academy for a short perlod, 1853-1354, made a
name for. horseélf In-the.art. world hefore she
died at Meran In the Austrian Tyrol in 1877,
‘v She was Margaret F. Foley of Lowell.
-4 An’important work of hers;'a plaster medal-
Non of “A Roman Girl,” has- been hanging in
the reading,rooms of Ahe J. V. Fletcher Libraty
for many’ years, ‘practically unnoticed.
.- 'No one seems to recall when it was placed
there, although the lbrary was not in existence
until 1896, . - S Ay e 8

According to skelchy records, Mlss Foley

was a New Hampshire girl, entirely self-taught,
and- began her carcor in her native town by

cnwinf‘ smail, figures In wood and modelling
n

busts In chalk. Fellowing her brief carcer at
the Academy she opened a studlo In Boston for
seven years. She-cut poriralts and ideal heads,
(used as patterns) in cameo, © ¢

' The rest of her professional life was spent
in'Rome. ° ' ’ :

" AMONG HER WORKS are buals of Theo:

dore Parker and Charles Sumner, two famous
Bostonlans, along with: Cleopaira ond others.

_ She made.medalllons of Longlellow, Bryant, and
Mr, -and Mrs. Willlam Howitt, who had a sum-
mer home In-Meran.: Among her stalues were
those of ‘‘Jeremiah,” *Excelslor,” and “The
Young Trumpeter.” '

When she was at the Academy, she was an
assistant to the principal, called the preceptor.
tle was Luther Eastman Sheppard, a Dartmouth
graduate in 1851, He later studled law in Lowell,
was admitied to the Middlesex bar in 1883, and
liveg there the remainder of his lile.

It Is doublful that Miss Foley had much
time to practice her art work while in Westiord

_as the duties prescribed to her were “lo teach

the young ladies, She and the preceptor were
he only instructors.

AS A MATTER of history, the pesitlon of
preceptress did nol come avallable until 1819,
three decades aftor the school dpencd. Her titie
ordinarily means to bo In charge of tho school,
but In fact, she probably rated no higher than
a teacher. .

, The flrst precepiress was Susan Prescolt of
Groton, who served just one year prior to open-
Ing her own school for “young ladies” In her
native town,

Following In Miss Foloy's position the next
yeor wag Miss Harriot Burbank Rogors of North

-Blllerlea, -+ i/

it is claimed that after leaving the. Academy
In 1863 she becamo the flrst in this country to .
Introduce a syslem of teaching deal mutes to
read from the lips Instead of using the slgn lan-
guage. . "
She hecame principal (not: precepiress!) of

‘the Clarke Institutlon for Deal Mutes at North-

ampton, in 1867, Later, the wife of Calvin Coo-

ldge, the 30th president, hecams & teachor at

this school. . .
HEHIIN IR



