Westford wanderings

Old-timers recall

weighing

By GORDON B. SEAVEY
Sun Corregpondent

WESTFORD - Call yourselfan
“0ld Timer"” if you remember
when the town operated a large
set of welghing scales, located In
the Center at the rear of the
Spanish-American war cannon.
Local farmers drove onto the

latform to ascertain the weight,
or example, of ¢ load of hay they
were sclling or buylng.

The fee was a pittance for this
service and the weigher usually
was nearby, Even Mary P. Bunce,
the dainty but offlcient librarian
across tho street, was a certified
welgher, augmenting her menger
librarian's yoarly salary of $500
by the fecs,

Coal, a most popular fuel in
addition to wood, was shipped In
on coal cars direet from the
mines to local raflroad sidings at
Westford, Graniteville and Plne
Ridge. Al the dopot the certifiod
wealghers were the J. Willard
Flotchers; at Graniteville,
Frank, Arthur, Fred, J. Austin
and John Healy: and at Pine
Ridge, Eva and Ella Pyne (associ-
ated with the rallroad), nlong
with Dick Wright, Sherm Fletch-
er and Fred Hartford, Upon
arrival of the coal cars, local
doalers had to shovel the coal by
hand from the cars into the short
chutes which carried the fuel to
ouislde conl plis alongside the
sidings. Thelt at that time was
vory limited,

Academy students, riding from
Forge Village inthe Reo“barge”,
the first forerunner to the pre-
snnt{ellow buses now operating,
usually (but not always) antici-
pated athrill asdriverJack Gray,
with a burst of speed, hit the
hump-back bridge over the Red
Line tracks at the junctlon of

scales

Cold Spring and Forge Village
Roads. The abandoned railroad
bed can be still observed in many
areas along Its former unprofit-
ableroute, It was called the “Red
Line" because its tracks werp
usually rusty from lack of usage,
Jack, a most affable person, doif-
bled os statlon agent along the
Stony Brook Line. ;
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Approved

Tho trustees of the Westford
Academy voted 120 years ago to
appropriate o sum “not excoed:
ing $100 for 'Philosophiene
Apparatus' Lo be cxponded
under the direction of the pro-
coptor, Prosont Principal Joseph
Lisi reports that this equipment
(whatever it was) is not now in
use! This was the period when
the Academy hold three terms
per year, Tultlon was but $3 per
term. A student could attend for
halfaterm but the foe was upped
to $2.78. Yearly cost to the tax-
payers todoy is about $1,000 per
student. .

Skinny dippers

Town beaches are enjoying
their usual Influx of bathers, su-
Bcn'lsed by Red Cross guards,

ut this was not always so. There
were several choico spots at the
town'svarious natural swimming
ponds where the men and boys.
would slip Into the cooling wa-:
ters ou naturel. Girlenoverdored:
to invade these sanctuaries.

At Fonic Pond, howover, there
was a swimming spot colled thé:
“Girls' Beach", at the rear of the
Camcron School, where ptoperly.
costumed girls bathed separates
ly. It was rumored, however, that.
on a moonilt night there was
some skinny dipping here, too. -+




