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New town land was busy scene, important link in Colonial days

lately covered with snow

A gem of a spot in Westford is an interest-
:ngcﬁ:cwmmuoodnumewﬂmuu
n onl . bus
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Later it was expanded to house a wheel-
wright. the craftsman who made wagons
repalred broken wooden wheels. And it
also was the home of a blacksmith.

Much later, an en bachelor by
the name of Daniel H. added a
ﬁh' two-story building wherein he tink-

with steam engines, pressed apples for
cider and even installed a loom to weave a
blanket type cloth used to strain

Although Dan has been dead sixty
Years and the butldings have evaporated,
old timers remember the area as Dan Shee-
han s cider mitl

When you visit here you will not be tres-

passing, for it is now of a thirty-acre
section purchased e town a year ago
through the efforts of the conservation com-
misajon.

It is easy to find.

Thesitets at a t bend in Loweil Road

o ite the well-known Captain Peletiah
etcher homestead bullt around 1720, and
a small sign designates tt as Conservation

property
Three parts

This three-acre parcel s of several compo-
nmm.mamrmwmchmnyunl?
abandoned apple orchard, typical of old
Westford, the middle part is a tiny body of
water formed In a damming
Tadmuck Brook. The stone dam. con-

260, also acts as

2 bridge over broock. it was part of a

ind hicecbach rders o0 theif way. o

h riders on thelr way from

southern New through Westford

and Chelmaford. and perhaps on for trading
in Salem.

Themdwuuhummp‘m@dﬂlyau{dw
town a century but its may -
lowed.ddnmlrﬁbyatan%mdthu
aide. It crossed Stony Brook Road at the
one-room school house rebullt by the late
Willlam R. Taylor and over Frances Hill,

Road to connect with
the of Hunt Road. At the Chelme-
ford town line. it becomes Spaulding Road.

This old road was a section of one of West-
ford's original important intertown connect-

links.

e third acre is a
woodland scene of
mature pines where
one soon may find
Jack-in-the  pulpits
and skunk ca
alongside the
and the clusive lady's

slipper g?k:lng
w the " pine
“d which ' tovers
the forest floor. A
great spot to picnic

A noted tod Taylor “I wandered by the brookside, nine-over-nine sash It is sugigtested that they may have come
to rebuild the dam which was to in- [ wandered by the mill: from old Westford homes, for this was dur
e refrbishing the water wheel. A /could not hear the brook fiow., ing & period when owners wete busy “modernizing™ these Colonial
mmcg:mn.ma.am The nolsy wheel was still. ** gems with new sash With larger pancs of glass.
now living at Midland Street, Lowell, A few yards up the hill and to the right of the mill site, one will
was assigned to the job but it was diecontin- A faded in the new Westford mumﬁl‘ﬁ!' feature of this conservation area.
ued upon the s death. Museum shows Dan and a
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THE WAS — All that remains of the Sheshan mill building, located on the Salem post road, is a stone foun-
a;mmwmmumm'.mmmmwwmmmm
piotured as open and in orchards, now is heavily wooded. (Photo courteay Gorden B. Seavey)
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l.ttt-lerum!mtndny but the foundations,
the dam and the cut granite bridge.



