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Friends of Westford Museum

New group boosts museum

By Gordon B. Seavey

Prospects for a town museum
advanced this week when a rep
resentative group of historically
minded citizens clected Mrs Ro
bert Shaw of 15 Darwbridge
Road as their leader

Friends of Westford Museum. a
newly formed o Lzation to
glve support to Hostorlical
Soctety. s composed of delegates
from local groups plus individu
als

its purpose 1s to remove from
limbo the plan to convert one of
the town s oldest historic edifices
into a muscum which will depict
life in the community over a
span of 250 years

The plan was advanced nearly
a derade ago by Allister F Mac
Dougall a native son and an ar
dent collector and rescuer of
local memorablilla Lack of coor
dinatton and funds and some
real hard luck had greatly
slowed the process

Today with Beth Shaw de
scribed as a whirlwind of
energy and ideas  at the helm
hopes seemn bright for at least an
informal opening of the museum
in the fall

Locale will be in the original

Westford Academy building con
structed in Colonial Georglan
style In (794 and said to be one
of the oldest serondary school
wooden structures in the coun
try It now stands at the rear of
the partsh hall of the Fimt
Church, not far from the onginal
site at the head of the town com
mon.
After lying idle for a couple ol
decades, 1t was converted Into
the Central Fire Staton and
used for 57 years until the pre
sent one was constnicted tn 1974
next to the town hall

Recently the Historical Comr
mission. authorized but not
funded by town. has been over
seeing. In part the remodell
of the building to its
condition as near as records Indi
cate M some substantial
gifts. have come in for this pro-
gram from many corners

Almost as soon as the work
was necarly completed on the
butlding and the project about to
gn for assembling artifacts for

Ibit. lightning struck the cop-
per cupola and ripped
the old and new parts of
bullding down to the boller room
This was last May

No insurance

As the town carries 810 000
deductible fire Insurance on Its
buildings the damage to the
electrical emergency lighting,
alarm and heating systermns was
not recoverable Repairs are ex
pected to top 88 000 and will de
plete the treasury

A contract to rectify this ca
lamity  in part will be let this
week to a local electrician The
specifications Include a depend
able lightning arrester

Already the Friends of the Mu
seum Is ctreulating the sale of
hand blown glass bottles of co
lontal destgn for the beneflt of the
project A new ceramic tile a fit
companion piece to the success
ful tiles produced for the Bicen
tennial and the town s 250th
celebrations  are now being
crafted on the Cape They also
will go on sale within a fortnight

Other members

Dr Dravid Watson 1s vice
chalmmnan of the ¢ivic group and
Kristin M Szylvian. the secre
tary The latter 1s an American

history major at the University of
Lowell and Is to be the Initial
curator of the fled museumn.

Dr Watson a.ruf]..‘i‘;ﬁn A.Crisa
fulll assistant superintendent of
schools. will represent Rotary
Mrs Frances Cooper is delegate
from Friends of Library afid the
Garden Club

Mrs June W Kennedy author
of Westford Recollections, 1729
1979 Is another member al
with Mrs Richard S Emmet, Jr
an area history buff

The president of the Historical
Soclety Alex Belida, s taking an
active part along with the treas-
urer Mrs Eva DeForge and
member Mrs. Frank Strauss.

Mrs Edward Schneider is rep-
resenti the Junior Women s
Club and it is expected that addt
tional members from other
groups will take active parts

Mrs V Kimball. editor of
the Westford Eagle Is also a
member of the panel as well as
Gordon B Seavey retired jour
nalist feature history writer and
native son

More ideas

Mr MacDougall has agreed to
paricipate in the Initial plan
ning of the museum. having had
considerable experiernce In the
founding of the well known
Farmer s Museum In Hadley

He plans to go Into. In detatl
the colorful past history of the
anctent bullding. to comment on
Its various alterations and to
lssue helpfid advice 1o the com
mittee regarding the operation of
a museum as projected

A revised budget for the West
ford Museurn s In preparation
and an intensive town wide
spring drive for funds is to com
mence shortly  acrording  to
Chalrman Shaw



