"

- his “sallary” was to be eighly

in 1652 when some citizens from Concord
amd Woburn asked fo examine a tract of
land on the “other side of " Concord
River," As the early settlers came o
Chelmsford, it was natural that smne
of them found a home in the western

necessities for existence

* part of the new town. This was to be

set aside scevenly-years laler™ as e
Town of Weslford.

Tadmuck Hill, near the geographical
center of the 19,000 acres belonging to
the new Westiord, was chosen for the
village green. IU also has a commanding
view In ail directions. Here they already
had buill a mectinghouse, Probably the
first person to erect a dwelling on Lhe
Hill was Arthur Crouch. The dale wus
abwal 1RBO.

Bul the earliest seltler in what is
now Wostlord was probably Solomon
Keyes. He had a grant of land in 1664
on the north side of Frances Hill, near
Chamberlin’s Corner, in the east pari of
the town., He was marcried lo Frances
Granl of his native town of Newbury in
(651. Do you s2e the connection of naime
of Frances Hill and that of his wife?

OLD MAP

A miap of Westford dated 1730 shows

lhe homes were widely scatlered. The
scttlers had s pread out, picking the
choice lunds for [arming. There was
plenly of acreage then. Availubility of

- waler was a becessary {aclar in locating

a new homeslead,

At the Lime of incorporation, only 78
men owned ceal estube. There were pro-
bably no more than ene hundeed families
in the Infant lown,

So sparsely, sellled was the Center
al Lhe time, as indicated on this map,

Llhat nol a single dwelling stood betwéen-

the - common and (e parsonage. This
wis located sommewhere opposite Lhe
Roudenbush School on Main Sfreet.

THE CHURCH

The church and lhe community were
‘a single unit. The early ceclesiaslicdl
history of Westford is described in-greal
delail by Hedgman, whoe vou will recall
was a minisler. By 1727, two years be-
fore incorporation, a commitlee “chose
for a minister lo sellle with us'' the Rev-
erend Willard ThaIL.

A nalive of Medford where he was
born in 193, he was gradualed from
Harvard College in 1722, His wife was
Abigail Colton of Portsmeulh, N.H. As
common in those days, they had a larpe
family: «leven children, four sons and
seven daughlers.

IL is regrellable thal there are no
descriplions of any length of the physical
appearances of lhese Oolonists, nor
skefches nor sithowciies. Hodgman did
wrile thal Hall “united the offices of pas-
tor and physician, thus, in the condilion
ol society at the lime, greally extending
his influence and usefulness, He was a
sloznuows  supporter of  educalion for
all."

As was usual in those days, Mr, 1Tall
became the proprietor of a small fanm,
which apparently strelelied from the
meelinghouse down Main Streel to lhe
top of Depol Street hill. Hodgman ng-
porls that e was a pood farmer and
cultivaled wilh greal care and =sccess.

With ‘eleven children, a “sideline’
was ng doubl a necessity. When Mr, I1all
pnswered the “call” he was a vyoung
man of 2" The inhabitants voled that
Dot
for the first year and then to “rise forty
shillings per year Lill it comes lo an
hundred pounds per year."

Some three years laler, he seems to
have complained of Lhis comdition as
vague and unsatistactory, The parish ex-
plained thal what they meant by money
was “silver' at sixleen shillings per
ounce." We shall hear more aboul Rev-
erend Hall.

EARLY MEETINGHOUSE

The first meeling house had been
started in 1724 bul aol completed for sev-
eral years. Il sloosd near the zte of the

‘most ol e

OLDEST LIVING DESCENDANT
« - - of sorly settiers in Westford it Mrs. Luclha Prescott Collins, who will be
88 on Dec. 2. Her forcbears settled here in 1640, She Fives in the homestead
built in 1780 by her great-great-grandfather, Jonas Prescott, who fought ot
Bunker Hill. She is shown at the desk owned by him.

prisent Tirst Church, the third
inghouse.

The ministry of Mr. Hall axrtmdcd
for 48 years it there were sonte trouble-
some times during this peried. For ex-
ample, n 1739 he enlered a complainl
regarding his salary and had to appeal
tg the murts for redress. Whal exaclly
happened is mot recorded bul Hodgman
writes “apparently il did nol produce,
as it evidenlly did not spring from, any
exasperated or hoslile feeling.'

By 1774, the fown voted “lo be in
spme preparation for seitling apother
minister with Mer. Hall”! This was the
tirsl intimation of dissatisfaction with his
services thal appears either on account
of the iafirmities of apge, or any other

mect-

“-cause. He was then 71 years old.

NEW I"RFAUI‘[E.RS

Several ministers supplied, the pulplt
during this brief period and Uie lown-
apeople were on the alert to select a new
pastor. Hall apparently went along with
the idea for he told the selecimen "in
go o the College {i.e., Harvard, where
early minislers were
trained) and hire some likely young man

o come and preach {or them.”

Finally Rev. Joscph Thaxler of
Hingham was [ound ﬂﬂ'{'pL!h]E fo the
people for he preached in the town far
more than a year on a trial basis. Iie
received a call to seltle, both from fhe
church and the town, but he declined.

Alonp with the Minulemen of Wesl-
ford, Thaxter was- present at the fight

.at Concord Bridge and could have been

considercd as one of the first chap’lams
of the new Conlinental Army. On Jan-
uary 23, 1776, he was elecled o thal post
and served in the regimenl of which
Westlord’s ' John Robinson was ' colenel,

A story goes that while in Westlord,
Thaxter bid good Juck to a delachmend
of local soldiers, {welve In pumber, as
they were about o stari for Ticonderopa.
One of them, Thomas Rogers, “reiused
to slamd up when Mr. Thaxier spoke
to them,” and thal of Lwclw: Ml re-
turned bu{ Rogers,

DISMISSAL
At Christmastime, 17, lbe church
had come to the decision that ils pasior
el mearly hall a :cumly unist go, They
offered a small pension and voled “thal

all past offences subsisting hetween Pas-
tor and Brethren be mulually [orgiven

. that Unity, Love and Peace may pre-
vail here.”

Hall, al his advanced age, no doubt
had “gret buedily ndirmilies,”” butl the
rumblings of an impewding Revelution
among the Colonies caysed the pastef,
with his allitude toward the Colonial Gov-

OLD PRESCOTT TAVERN

ernmend and the cadse of oivil liberty
great gneasiness amony the people.

As a matter of fact Reverend Hall
wias g Tory! '

T'wo olhers in towna father and aml,
shared the same h:elmg.h toward Fnglish
rule as did Mr. Hall, bul pressure {roin
fellow townsmen left the paslor all alune
with his viows. The lown concurced with
the chirch and voled on January 1, 1776,
finally to dismiss him.

BURIED AMONG PATRIOTS

Reverend Hall lived three years
after his discharge. By this time the
lownspeople had  apparently forgiven
him so that the “GCod of Peace may he
with us.”

His gravesite is the most prominent,
ot 4 knoll, in Fairview Cemetery. His
stone, the only one of its kind, u flal
slab of slate mounted, {ablewise, on
three supporting granile legs.

This Js. the inscription:

Erected In the memory of

TIE REYEREND WILLARD HALL,
{"irsl lastor of the Church of Christ
in Westford.

Died March' 18, 1779
Aped 77 Years
and in the 52l year of his
Ministry

While the pale carcass tho'tless liag

Among the silenl graves,

Some hearby firned shall drop his fear

On our diy bones and say,

These once were sirong as mine appear,
and mine mast he as Lhey,

Tius  shall our meuldering members

teach :

Whal now our senses Jearn:

For dust and ashes loudesl preach

Man's infinile concern, -

If ane would view the clusier of siate
raveslones serroumrding e more el
rate one ef Parson Hall, Eﬂ‘-’ﬂ'ral with
hmertean l[agb n.n{-md yearly by local

{Canunucd on Page 4)

SUN Skl Pholu by Pljosn

» + « ot Forge Village (the only community in the world by that name) housed
and fed many a weary traveler en route from New Hompshire ro Boston or

Solem,
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