Westford granite

This pedestal for the Minuteman status at
North Bridge in Concord was fabricated
from one piece of Westford granite in
1875. The Concord Monument, the ebelisk
in the background, erected in 1836, came

from the same quarry. The minuteman
statue itself is now in Boston, where a
duplicate is being cast prior to the bicen-

tennial celebration.
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_ By GORPON B, SEAVEY '~ -

WESTFORD - Unlil the Tamed Minuteman
stalue at Coacord's North Bridge refacns to ils |
familiar spot on the west bank of the Congord -
River, the lenely granite padastal on which the
bronze figure has stood fcr a hundred years,
takes on added significance. =

The seven-focl-high founcation for Daniel
‘Chesler "French’s figsre of cqual height was'
fabricaleéd in one piece: from a° small out-
eropping of gravilc m soulh Wesiford, near the
junclion of ‘Roules 25 and 27. The arlist In”
tlone was John Co'c of the same town and he
reccived the princely sum of 8973,

Quarried in oue sobd block, when finally
compleled it weighed aearly len tons eslimales
Rennard Flelcher of the JI. E. Fleteher Granite °
‘Co. IL probably was delivercd ten miles away ©
o a sloul wooden wagon hauled by many leams
of oxen. J '

The lillle quarry from swhence it came was
hardly warked thecealler and has long been®
abandoned. 1 lies ahonl 200 fect off Carlisle

Road, on Route 22, practically on the Westlord- -

Carlisle town Lne. Perhaps bolh lowns ean lake
credil for supplying the supgort to Ihe popular
statue, - . Sea
+ AND FOR certain, Carlisle can lake eredit
for anolher wel-known slatue in the Norlh
Bridge arca. It is Ihe so-called Concord Monu-
ment, an obelisk 25 feel high, erecied carlier
in 1836 on lhe opposite side of the bridge. 1t
was cul in four pieces [rom the same quarry
by Carlisle's James Warren Witkins, fabricated
and erecled “principally by his own labor.”
French's beanze likeness of a Lypical Minule-

man of 1725 — a young farmer, with musket. in
hand, Jeaving his plow ‘o answer the alarm of
1he British march — is cow ic Boston where a
dupkicate Is being cast. It will refarn to its post
alop Ihe solid hunk of Westford granile in time
for the Pairiol's Day celedrations.



