lce breaks up
.on Forge Pond

- By GORDON B, SEAVEY
* .FORGE VILLAGE — Alfter

«laying an icy finger on Forge

,"Pond since Dec, 3, winter fln-

Jolly let go when its months.

~Jong ice cap broke up yester.
day and more than two-thirds

‘nof the pond became open

,water, '

3. Long a tople of conversatlon

*sin. the village, Postmaster

“a.Robert Connell has been keep-
.Ing an accurate record of the

“.date of the annual break-up

. for the past 13 years,

% .. Area [lishermen and others
«like to play the local “Game"
~qf guessing  when the pond

“:qpens each year, but nature
* threw - many of the conjectures

*qut of the window,

.~. With the avernge date of
hreak-up occurring April 7,
“most of the particlpants In the
* guessing game flgured that

.»this year clear water would

~be seen earlier. This was due

*4o the mild winter and the ico
wsheet no thicker than a foot.
But a lingering spring, with

* freczing nights, delayed the

~'process.

.- Postmaster Bob, in the
meantime, hos been  busy
crossing off the carly dotes
- placed by the guessers as a

+ Jost cause. But carly on the

. morning of April 12, he, to-
_gether  with two assislant
- Judges deemed that two-thirds

.:0f the water was showing . . .

., ond therefore the loe was “of

" ficiolly” out in 172!

.. No one hit It on the rose,
~but Russell Dodge, a mal] car-

<Xler In Littleton, had predicted
~April 11, which was the clos

»est, This mokes John Dundos
ond Horry Aaron of the Vil-
slage runnersup,  Dundas
;-‘llt:ted ihe 15 and Aaron, the
£

Long a spot for fisherman,
veterans will admit Forge
Pond doesn’t have the good
fishing as found elsewhere,

Being the northern corner
of Nashoba- Plantation, set
aside for the Indians in 1654,
-fishing has gone on here for
centuries.

Early soltlers catled it
Stoney Brook Pond, because
it emptied In a sluggish
stream by that name near
Sargent's foundry In Granlte.
vitle. But when the dam was
put in at Forge Village and a
bank of ferges driven by wats
er power Installed In the early
1700’s, the tody of water, as
well as the vlllage, took the
name of Forge,

It has been called by
other names, but Forge Pond
Is the only legal and logical
name of the Pond,

In tho town history, Edwin
R. Hodgmon wrote In 1883
said that Forge Pond was
“the rallylng point of the
tribes, but It’s to be regretied
that the Indlan rame of this
pond has not been preserved,”

In the 1000's, & real estate
developer thinking that an
Indlan name might be appro-
priate and appeating, conjured
up the name “Matawanakee,”
which has no basis of fact,
There was no Indlan nor In.
dion tribe of that name, To
add to the confuslion, there
have been at least three In-
terpretotions of the word
“Good fishing,” “Smiling blue
wallers,” and from the devel-
oper’s point of view, “Bvery-
one welcome here!"

But all the records of the
three downs In which the body
les carry the legal name, os
wall as maps, os Forge Pond,



