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A symbol for 180 years

A symbol of Westlord Acadamy for
180 years is this bell, gasi in 1792 by
Psul Revars, and sow inslalled in the
new academy bullding en Patlon Aoed.
Boside the nowslient kel which called

Dedication today

History prominent at
new Westford Academy

By GORDON B, SRAVEY

WESTFORD -~ The veacra -
Ble Tenpee Dol which fiesl
cafled  sidents 1o einroog
when the original Wesllord
Acadenty opaned ils dopre 18
Years ago, rings no Fare
et 3t degs oocupy 8 pramiset
epot In o ihe wew  Academy
building, a mements of fhe
past.

I owill be vlewed hy
humedreds when the & miltion
complex is epened £ the pub-
Tz For its officizl dedicalion
taday.

The dedicalion  coremaony
will 1ake place at | pm. It
will be [ollowed by tours of
the new facllliy and refresh-
meais, om 1030 e 4 pom

Tite bell, eas! by Paul Re-
wvere .n 1792, stands al the
narifh enirance,

While Revere was koown
principally for kis craflsman-
Ehip i silver ang of conrse Lo
midnight ride {0 Lexinglon m
Apri] 1B, 175}, during Qhe
Revolglionary  War e rast
hromze cannon fer e Colanial
traops. He also toade bells,
weany af which are still in use
in the Mew England area. in
ehurckes and public buidings.,

Many years later eracks ap-
pearad in the Westinrd Aca-
demy bell, causing i to lose
fhe guality of ila lana. It was

hen  Tecnst h-l'.r Heary M.
Hooper & Coo ol Eeslom,
seopsors o the  Ravere

Fogndry, in #,

Orpanized in 1732, Westiord
Academy  [first oponed i3
duoars ¢ local and nearhy sto-
denls Lhe noxt yoar. The Re-
vere Rell wes istalled al that
time i the tower of the buill
ing which tood far moee [han
12% years at ihe head of fbe

{fpwn comman, The ocginal
granite Jdoorslep, suilably en-
graved, pow marks the trian-
pular ol of Jand on which if
shond, preserved and cared for
by Iho Asgdemy trustces
AFTER A CENTURY of
use, & Jlagger hl.lild,ing Wwas
nesded, and the fust poadrmy
building  was  wbandoned in
1807 for whai was finaly 1o
he krawn as Hse Willigne €.
Foudenbush Schoal on Main
Etrael.

The abandened Wulding,
wilfi its classropms and (he
Tieeere hell pow gilent, siood
bl about 1MO0 when  pur-
chazed By John C. Abbe, an
officer of the Abbo!l Worsied
Cemipaiy.

As il was clese by b kit
small estale, he had i moved
i Hs preseat lecation on Bos-
ton Fload, where L now s
serving s linal years és the
Central Fire BSiafion, Ok
fimers remember fhe boild-
ing. which s &bout 45 feet
deep apd 53 feel wide, was
reoved BLwne picee by a pair
of Borses working oi a vape
B
THE REVERE BELL 4id
ned g 1o the second academy
bankding, but ended up in the
Abbat [lower garden where 1t
siogd for meny vears. Laler,
son Mobert pemaved the bell
to his home In Littielen on
Fart HilL

Were it nut Far the inderest
amnd knowledge of the wstory
of the bennze picce by a West-
ford native, Allisler F, Mae-
Magall, the impartance of the
bell might have been fost for-
ever, He purehased [t In 1348
and kept it in slorzge unid tee
third academy butlding. now
known ps the Abhot Middla
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untold numbers of studants to classes in
years gone by, ara Trustes Aliister F.
MacDougall wha is shown feliing of its
h‘il*ﬂfj‘ ta Kafh',l Dawian, a juniar, Ilfh
and Senier Rebin LeSasy,

Bchool, was Bt en Dhepat
Street In 1352, and put H on
displey thare MaceDongall
served Seven Vears as presi
deal of the Baard af Truslecs.

Az originally iostalled, the
beli was rung by 3 rope witch
passed over wooden  pulleya
dovwn from the beliry 10 a
stal| cupboard alongside the
hesdmaster's dest on Lhe seo-
ond Toor. With e exeention
of the rope, #hese ohiscls are
stifl intact.

ARhaugh the bengue is miss-
ing, the casting is still ad-
marid by lbose inlerested i
tive brotee peeee in &l 5 sim-
plicily nf design.



