TURNING OVER A HISTORIC HOME

o
Sun $taf ohola by Mike Plgeon

w» former owner Barbara Hildrath Parkhuest, loft, with Karen Campbell and daughter Ketry

Historic home changes hands
after 9 Westford generations

(Editor'a Ngte: Gordon I}, Seavey
is a rotired journaliss and locnl histo-
rian who often writes an the history
of the Neahoba Valloy.)

By GORDON B, SEAVEY

WESTFORD =~ The pre-
Revolutionary War Ilildreth homes-
tead, one of the town's oldeat build-
Inga, has changed ownership. It hud
been in the family for nine geners.

tions,

Bolioved to have been built In
1687, prior to the date that Westford
broke away from lts mother town of
Chelmsaford, It s not quite the town's
oldoat atructure. Nevertheless, it
certalnly occupien a special spot in
the town'’s history in that it has been
owned continuously by descendants
of Richard Mildreth who was bam In
England and scttled here in 1643,

Hreaking the thread of ownershi
for the firat time in Darbara thidret
Parkhusat of Chelimsford, whose
father, Arthur, was born in the old
home, The purchasers are Major and
Mrs. Graham Campbell. Maj. Comp-
bell has been In the Air Force for 16

ars and is curreatly stationed at

{anscom Air Force Base In Bedford.

The house has undergone litile
chunge over the nearly three centur-
ies It has stood on = whete elw? -
Hildreth Streel and is now num.
bered 84 in the “modem” style.

The propesty included 150 acres of
meadow and upland Nelds, good for
dairy fartning and producing apples.
With the exception of two acres surs
ruunding Lhe hotoestead, the land
m sold mr'uly Tor & cluster mned

ing opment.

The tiouy dwelling (aces
away from Hildreth Sireet and sits
well back. 1t has been suggested that
the ws'mal rved paswd directly in
front of the houre, but this is not
indicated ob o 1730 map.

There are four roomae in line dn the
ground oot and anather four abave.
all around & centzal chimney. Evis
dence shows that a wagon shed tack.
od onto the carietly end =21 reimad.

elledinto a kitchen and ulility room,”

with & Goor edded absre. Otheraive
tharehave been few changes onver e
centaries,

For biat, thetw ate wotking fire-
placew In git of the toas. Several
yeats sgo, o amall Gruplace in what
was prodmbly e eriginal hithen
was ufcoveted, exparing a IuF
completeé one with ath ifod crafie for
hangibg keitles over Lhe open fire.
There is el 8 double behive oven.

Walls of Lhis tectn ate of nalive
while pine, pouibly sawed at Jorae
Prescedt’s rill ot the omilet of neatby
Forgs Potad, Theve toards sce crilied
to a ship-Lap paiterd and soree are 73
inxhes wide. This crigingd kilchen
with a0 Rilrstive Ganlle isd cup-
boards sutrounding the wide fire-

was tp Soubt the cenlet of

slore vegelables in Whe wititer a2d
keep emilk oond i Une sasaided, sike
ozt in eatly &gy, The Hidinh
Fagarte, Bawnver, hay o Tull cellar
under the Ciain part, 8 parlial oee
wnder the addinn.

The oM beioe, ever Lhe yrary, b
catze rather ran dews. In 1967,
Arthwr Hiklreth inatalled centssl
tmating and iide plumbing Ustil
then, the wiual “necestary Bowte™
w0 4 Tl privy ledated in the

The old home,
over the years, be-
came rather run
down. In 1957,
Arthur Hildreth in-
stalled central
heating and inside
plumbing. Until
then, the usual
“necessary house”
was a two-hole
privy located in the
corner of an out-
building.

‘comer of an outbuilding. Recently,

the weoather-worn clapboards were
replaced by shingles and the walls
ard altics insulated.

A narrow sialrway with two land-
inge winds up to the sccond floar. A
very narrow wilch's staircase, with
bottom tread missing to entrap “evil
pirita,” cotnes from the attic dawn

ide the chimney. Heavy core
ner timbers show prominently in
cach room.

Coming to Wealford when it was
wilderotsa, the thildretto probably
chose this section of the aren because
of (s rolling meadowland, brook and
rerull pond. impottant for farming.

Theat fields covered part of Sparks
and Burna Mdls, the iatter strewn
with bouldery lelt by the great gla.
cler 15,000 yean ago.

In the early daya, settlers strung
theit nets atop Burns thills to enare
passenger pigeons which were g0
sbundant that flocks datkerwed the
wkies as (hey (Tew over. This was (or
food and alo to sell in the seacoast
cities. Historian Allister P. Mace
Dougall has a rack which was ysed to
rnuuu)mamall birds over an open

re,

On Spatks, thete is a twoacre lot
walled by stones, believed Lo hare
been part of an old homestead. When
Uhe watet depattiment, thrce years
ago, wes seking o dslion for an
odditional resetvoir engiheety spol-
ted this plat as being ides). With an

- tlevaticn of 400 (et when built, this

utidetproutid rerervuit will talarce
the pressure belween the standpipes
on Frances st Kigeacook Hills, plus
servitg the southern part of tuwn,

The Hitdreth propetty includes »
che-hslf emile frontsge on Hikdireih
Stireet, ¢ highway linking Westford
atd Liltheton and a natural way to
Routes 495 and 2.

As for the oid howe, thery have
been few exterior changes. As was
the syle so in the 19th Cen-
tuty, the original azsall pared win-
dowy had been replaved by “tww over
txo” sarbhes, wzte tecedlly
danged 10 “ds over sis” with fad-
et slotth witdows for the fited Litoe,

‘This HiMdieih boure was pever
tutred inde a sall Lot (ype av was
Jdasnes Hikdreth's bode (16381 beat-
by whed the lesh 14 style wns odded
&3 an endly dade, What iv cotevdaied
the eldiat Weatford buomme still stand-
ng > the Baditnon Keyen bvate, oon-
sliated by hi eatfier in Use emil
patt of Lows oo Prasoes IGIL Across
e tived wis o Exrvisen boave, The
Pantonkell, Warbesit ard Naakoba
Indiats ranled thiy Leriitory.

Cestge Parkhurst bas fotebeary

nmong the Hildreths and in conal-
dered an suthority on family history
as well oe on hiv antive town of
Chelmaford. With his wife Barbara,
he has kept ative the Hildeeth Fami-
ly Association wnich was rovived by
her father, holding annual reunions
in various scctiuns of the country,
Thore s a mailing llwt containing
more than 1,000 names,

hlninuﬂnin§1 the continuing Hils
droth ownership for nine gencras
tiona has been necomplished by the
simple oxpodient of passing title
down (rom father to one of the male
heirs in each gonoration, he ox-
plained.

Complications arove, however,
when liafuh (176<.1813) und Lydia
Leighton Elildreth produced no sana
und only one a daughter. The ¢hain
of nominal succession was colved
when daughter Susannah married
herfirst cousin, Abijah Hildreth, and
sottled on the farm,

Mrs. Parkhunt's father, Arthur,
and his twin brother, Clarence, us
well a3 alder brother, Albert, were
born and raised at the old place.
Atthur was active In many tawn
niTairs and carried on the family
rnpmy. operating it as a sideline.

{ewas for 25 years ascience instrue-
tor ot Newton High Schocl and went
oh (o become a college instructar.

Cl petited an ive
repair service in town and Bert waaa
farmer nearby. Three of the latter’s
children, Stuart, Elizabeth Tallard
and Helen Coupal, live locally.

Campbelin, the new cwnera,
have been doing some minor carpen.
(ry work and more intetior decorat-
ing the past few woeks and already
have begun the process of tnoving
with their thive small chitdren from
the rented home they have been
axupying for e past year al 10 De
pot St

Karen, the mother. long in:
teresied In things eolonial, has beent
daing guide wotk at lhe Concord
Anliquarian Society uhile living in
West Stwe reports thal ever since
ahe was a small child on the west
ooast, adonial things have beens an
interest. She has been painting the
footns i colonial colors, adding elen-
¢illing to the decur.

The patchaset of the [artalands is
Charles Brown of Carlide, eperuling
as I’;nm'nma Properties. Tow u:::i
cent pruviding 62 addi
attes on e wuth u:!! west were sl
purchase for tits Hildreth Etates doe
* of 2 155-unit chuler Ype

itiuta complex. The unila
will seif Srotn $90.000 to $430.000
scoording (o site, There will be eight
usters of buildings, dote in & New
Eagland village style.

Mes. Po:!thwm great
sadeens ih duprnineg of ber properts.
A brather, Rotett, died & & youlh
and there is 1o one Lo carry oo the
HiMdreth e, Recently retited as
chiel parasitologist at Mas
sachusells Cenersl Howpilal, she
Plans W cotlinge her intetent in
Weuthsrd, She is 0 muecdeyt of e
Histareal Scxiety, w trastew of Weat-
ford Acudetay and active in the

Her ronis are deep 10 bev Eatiie
tonn. Sevealy-¢ight Hildreihs
dltevded Uhe Aradevny prive te 1912
and tens Hildreths setved in the Re-
welutioiary Wat.




