A rear view photo made in 1948, was an active part in the business lifo of
the community. Desirayed by fire (5 years after it was long abandoned, a

Old Ferge Village reailroad station

" tostop ...

small park now marks the spot where everyone waifed for the lacal frains

many decades age.

Gather ‘round, folks - here comes the local Freight

By GORDON B. SEAVEY

WESTFORD—~The shipping rafes by
rail a century ago seemed hardly enough
lo pay for firing the hellers of the old
sleam locomotives, A carload of epal,
even fhough the coolenfs weighted Five
tons, cosl but lhrez bueks for o 35-mile
trip.

A leather-bound ledger, daled 1881
1834 and in clear, flowing handwriting,
- devulges a subsluntial part of the com-
mercial life ia a small community (in
this case, Forge Village) in the days
when most cvarything of considerable
size and weigh! moved on rails.

The slationmasler al Forge Village,
probably ‘ladher Prescoit, was also ilie
freight agenl fn addition-to his dulies as
ticket agent and wirelsss operalor.

His ledger shows thal people, mer-
chandise, fuet, building materials, spirits
and even lhe mails went by train. Alany
trains per day passed by his solidly buill
stalion. Thre: nassenger trains, moraing
and night, plus an exira at noon, earried
the people and Lhe mails,

Theough freights ever his lite, the old
Stony Brock Railroad, carried uniold
lons of shipping to and from the wost
and South 1 was a [3-mile connecling
link between Lowell and Ayer ard oper-
aled no ~olling slock of its pwn.

. LCCAL FREIGHT

And hen there was the Incal, daily
freight that puffed up and down the val-
ley, leaving shipments consigned lo one
or more of |he seven loral slations.
Forge Village prahahly was the more ac-
tive in the group,

There was raw weol, in great bales,
arriving in large quantilies (n foed the
rallling spindias of the Abbat Worsted
mills. And the same planl needed much
coal b fire the steatn boilers when water

power was not avaitable, .

Wholesalers in nearby cities shippe
grocaries, grains and genmeral merchan-
dise to steck the fwo general slores in
Ihe village and others in nearby com-
munilies. The general public, too, was
served by railroad freight ~shipments
which carried much lower rates, bui
slower service, than by express.

Ernest Mountain operated one of the

village steres, Ifis was opposite lhe de-
pol. One day, in Car Ne. 103, tha follow-
ing arrived: two barrels of molasses,
two ol sugar, two of oil; three chesls
of tea, one keg of soda; lwo boxes of
tobaces, one each of bluing, pofash,
starch ard two of mustard and general
merchandise.
" Also included in the shipment from
Boston, which fofalled in weight 3,700
Wbs., were a hag of rice and three of salt.
His Ireighl bill was $4.26! Another day
he received 16 separale parcels from Lo-
well, weighing in al 1,350 1bs., and his
freight bill was 79 cents.

FARMERS BENEFITED

Francis Tlosmer had seven barrels
of apples wrighing half a lon shipped
Irom Greenfield, N.H., for $1.89.

Atwaod Brothers, who operated gne
of the finest farms in Westford at the
corner of Hildreth St, and Cencord Rd.
(Roule 225), received a hay tedder
frame, shafts and forks, weighing 500
Tbs., and costing 25 cenls for {ransporfa-
tion from Ayer.

Mrs. A. King, who ran a boarding
house Jor the mill workers, receivad har-
rels of flaur, sugar, lard, Soap, sall, and
Hie like, plus boxes of yeast, buiter and
raisins, on many oceasions. Her large
house slill stands near fhe Franco-
American Club,

Even the school system benefitted by
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low frefght rates. Consigned to George
T. Day, a member of*the sekaol commil-
fee and laler a highly respected select-

- man, werz 2L school desks and chairs.

This ton of [reight from Bosten cost

SHALL CARS

The freight ears were small and
razely carricd more than a five-ton load.
The rate for roal fram Boston was about
80 cenfs a ton, ard from Salem the
same. Coal came from lhe fields in
Pennsylvania and the Virginias by ship
lo lhese Massachusells porls,

Caal Tor home hepling was nsually

received direct from Mystic Wharf in
Boston, wilh the name of the broker
(Whithead & Co.) and the vessel (such
as “Plymouth Rock”) entered en the
recerds. Some was consigned lo Wright
& Flalcher in Westford,
. Abbot Worsled was a heavy user of
caal, usually shipped during the summer
mawlls. And when shipments of wool
came, il was in large lofs. Tt cost them
only $25.20 le ship 100 bales from Boston
but it required fen separale freight ears
to handle the 34,200 ib. shipment.

- -& Lillleton markel operated by A.
F. Conant & Co. regularly raceived
meals from a wholesaler in Lowell, Six
nuariers of beef, weighing 900 tha., cost
them 63 cenls in shipping charges. If
beef were high in price in those days,
or2 couldn’t blame it onfo transportation
¢osls. Some rales were even lower. Fish
apparently received a special rate be-
cause the charge for [00 Ths, was seven
cenis; and %0 dbs. of cheese, %5 cenls.

ICE HARY ESTING
Thomas 5. Hittinger, gelling ready
la harvest ice on nearby Forge Pond,
had a barrel of tar (lo patch roofs) and

. was being spirited inio the town.

a {on of lumber shippad from Lowell for
$280. Twenty-one tous aof coal fo fire
his steam boilers came from Mystic
Wharf at a cost of $27.43 in freight. Steam
power was used fo raise the heavy ice
cakes up into the ice housas by means
of @ continuous moving chain.

Houschold furniture maoved by
freighl, rather then horse and wagon.
From Lowell, Mrs. M. Casey received
a hedset, complele with eommodz,
chairs,-towel rack and fable, all weigi-
ing 700 Ibs., and her freigit bill was 49
cenls.

Samuzl DRoothroyd's piane, shipped
in four sections and weighing a ton, cost
him an exira $1.40 for freight to Forge
Village. S. A. Hainlin gol enough furni-
ture, weighing, bwo tons, fo furnish a
small apartmend, with a bill of lading
for 52.80.

SPECIAL LISTUNG .

Throughout the records there ap-
pears the name of J.W. Sprague receiv-
ing barrels of “merchandise” (rom lime
to time, with no special descriplion. But
now and then a substitule agent would
name the contents, perhaps unwittingly,
which led one to believe thal something

Tt was.

One item for Mr, Spraqus was a bar-
rel of qum from Boston, weight 404 lbs.,
shipping charge 48 cenfs. A hogshead of
ale, 750 1bs. from Lowell, cost 4 cenls.
A barrel of beer from Tawrence, 3
eents. Then, fwo barrels of whiskey,
transshipped from Ayer, amounled ta 43
cents and a case of flasks cosl & quarler.

Mr. Sprague was operating a “la-
vern” in the cellar of his home, near
the boarding house. Porhaps it was all
perfectly legall
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