Forge Pond ice sheet
breaks early this year

By GORDON B SEAVEY

WESITFORD An unusaalby mild winter
cumbined with a strong north wind (o break
up the we sheet on Forge Pond this spnng at
an earhy date but not a record

This vear i1 was March 11 according to
Raobert ¢ annell and Flortan Wottowiez Thes
heve berr, kerping records for the past 20
wars as 4 Inendh guessing game

werage break up 15 Aprit 4 but in the past
sevrnl vears the cover on the 212 acre pond
t* roagh which the Littleton Westlord town
Niwe dniaes Las broken in March

t mild this be an indication that the winters
are getning warmer” They note that for the
1) vr-ar period starting in 1961 onh once did
the wr leave the pond tn March The latest
date was on April 13 which accurred three
times .

Thi~ past winter several parts of the pond

o ol The Largest in s arra by been
shuming blue water all season The daverage
thickness of frocen sex tions has been only
four 1inches

Nevertheless, skaters have had the hest
winter 1n mam years lor skating and e boar
tng on natural surfaces

lce harvesting on Forge Pond was big busi
ness fifty vears ago Men bovs and horses
worked almost amund the clock 1o 11l the
glant six ston butldings of the Damel Gage
e Compamy where the Westiord town beach
ts now located The ideal thickness of e was
deemed to be 14 inches

But the advent of the mechamical house
hold refrigerator doomed the Ice business
and had (Gage depended on a “crop™ this win
ter 1t 13 obvious that the season would have
been a disaster



