Now heing renovated

Forge Pond beach first
was called Excelsior Park

By GORDON B. SEAVEY

WESTPORD —A\ new balh
kousa to replace nne wrecked
by wandals {wo vears ago s
belrg erecled oo the fowm
beach ot Forge Fond. Belng
bullt umder the directlen ol
Ina Wesllazd Teerealion De-
parkmert, the modest allce
menl buiding ' o khave 3
eliilly raom b The 101w
puards as well p3 shower and
tollel facilities,

Kroan as Exeelsior Tark
130 ytars ago, this beach al
the Village ix atizacling more
visftors each frasen. WL
good weather atwelling, large
praups come: e oo0l off ar just
mm beli= onm (he sizeable
Brach These 3 a small grove
where frmilles maay e

The E'S-acre plal, Lown

owned, hos an inleresling his-
fory, 1 was re doubl the gath-
eriag £pod of local indians ard
O Andrew had his “warre™
(fish weirdy on this spal. He
sold the land le Grokon in
168, later, m boundary
chinge p'aced lhe land in
Wesllord.
THEN [ 105 the Forge
Village Baak Corporation was
formed which placed the loca-
hlss in fhe zammer enleriain.
ment yasiness, Depending o0
ke Slony Brook Raiwead Co.
inow the B & M) lo bring visl-
tars drom lawell and sur-
reurdiag communities, Lhe
greve (hey bull and named
Exceleior Pare was deceribed
A%}

A eeaclilel Fickery grove
wilh sf e useal deswabie
appurlerances for picnie, Sab
balh scheal and pleasure par-
Hlex desiving lo enlay & saclal
lime in a delighitel plare ™
The beochere nerl o5, “in B
minctes fam Lowell sou will
aligh! witkin @0 rods of Exce!.
tior Grove on (ke margln of
4 large and beaddiful pead,
where seeh immocerl gruse
ments ard exereises A% waler
eXeULsan, twinging, dansing,
miser, ele, may be fully en-
h}_ed is

Tii# waler excursieas wee
on 3 heremade veszel, called
a side-wheeler ar orank hagl
I =s=aled 2 or mofe pas
songers and fwe men tumed
hamfies to rotale the paddie
wheels. Teday, with i In-
creasing nember o raithaals
on the pand, wind has Vskes
the glace of marpouer,

AT THE END ol the Cidl
War, (ke lard way faken over
for an ice business and cid-
timers cemember the hogs
wooden loe heutes which
slored The winler'y harvest
Trom the pord. Mechandcal re
Frigeration killed thia business
and the rropecly was aban.
dored i5 1900 Two years haber
a speclacular fire deitroyed
the Buldings.

Anardaned for a long lime,
this cholee piece of Jand was
faken over by ihe Weslioed
Jayeets & few yerss ags and
with keroic elfert, and much
voluieer Tabor and mpalerials,

Iy refovedated Exelsiaor
Park al a cosl of 51200,
Swings for children were
erecled, same 30 picnlc lakles
and beaches installed, and &
reslic fence en the waler side
asd 0 chainlink aleng (he
rearby  rabroad fraolks,
marked Lhe Gizegdlar park,
Toanspesple were recognlzing
this haven as an iedispensahle
gt of thelr summer life.

Then the vamndaly starded
Lbeir semseless work,

MUCH OF THE rwile fene-
irg wai rioped aparl amd
ihtawn info the pond or the
canal ouilel. The swings dis:
Rppeared, ong by one. The
heavy, ussfl picnie iables be-
Fan 10 meM awmy in lhe durk-
nEsy and mow vadans
have to brmg . their own. &
dAurdy liftle bathlouze was
gradaally baltered down, the
plombing ard iixtores Lmwisted
ard smashad e bils.

The lawn has now faken
aver the aperalion from ke
dichearlined Javeees, With a
nesw, sl concicte batllidmrse,
croer slricl sopervition, i is
haped thal snce sgain bafhers
may be able lo lnka o ghewer
or gel a drink of waler, while
rarlicipaling  in  “imnocead™
wmmer rezvealion al old Ex-

celiler Park

Under construction

Maions warking on Abw bathhouis ab
Forgas Pand sre Androw G, Anderiae
{tepl, he coalcacior, and hix aniisiant,
Jorspk B, O'Railly. Tha building ihauld

5 P 3

ba readyp for vam shorlly, Twa intarssied
snpciators are Johnnis Pyra of Flagg
Aoad aad Fis viniting cousin from Mew
.hl'ir,r, Elean Chanarize. k




