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Families aid Westlawn beautification

By GORDON B. SEAVEY
Bun Correspondent :

WESTFORD - Recoguizing the need for an
quliﬂ‘,ins of the genoral appeurance of one of the
< fow’s oldest "burying grounds,” membors of two

prominent Westford families have contributed to
. 8 apecinl fund to beautily Westlawn Cemotery,
Work was vompletod for the seeson when the

. firut sanowstorm hit. The project consisted of the

planting of more than 80 trees, lowering trees and
Bhrubg. The new ndditions nre expectad to take
hold tl.!];llh winter and be rendy for rapld spring

Wi

Originally ealled tho Weat Burying Ground, the
aren conaists of a trianguiar plot of noarty two
ueres. It licy botween Concord Avenue {Route 225
and Country Road. Country Road, formerly called
Cometory Rond, liea along the bed of tho ofd Acton
& Noshaa Railroad,

Advised by Charles Laughton of Laughtan'a

. Garden Conter, native trees nnd shrubs were

selected that would be compatible to those weed in
Colonial days, whon the cometory was loid out.
Thirty white pines were sot alengside the wire
fance on Concord Avenue, & barren houndary of

. the cemetery, Giant pines pirendy border Cemet.

ery Road. The atock wos grown [n Laughton's
Weatforid nursery,

Othor species plantod included 1itac, fornythia
and juniper, as woll an American arborvitae. The

custom of fiying the U.S, flag was renctivated,
Nated as good farm land, tho Cometery Commis-
sioners expect the plantinge will soon go a long
wiay toward beautifying the grounds, for too long
more or Joss neglected,

“The Wost Burying Ground contains graves of
many of the town's carliest settlors, mainly far.
mera wha found the avea was falely free trom boul-
ders and heavy gravel, and the sandy soll was
condncive to growing grass and whito ping timber.

Thesgo forebearers are buried either in tombs or
regular burinl with slato headstones, Such famii-
iar namen 08 Proseott, Patten, Procter, Robinson,
Carver, Hildreth, Day and Parker ave carved in

stone,

Hero is thoe family lot of Coloned John Robinson,
Westford's Roevelotionory hero who led 130
minutemon to Concord on April 19 and later dis-
tingulshued himeellat Dunker Hill and throughout
the war.

Thoso purchnsing as memorial gifta tha nuy-
sury stock ave the Precious and Day families,

Cernalive Prociows ond Annio Brown camo to
thin country In the late 1800's from England to
work in the Forge Village mill. He wan a auper-
visar for the Abbet Worsted Company, she a bab-
bin girl, Thelr subsequent marrfage produced
three talonted daughters, today all remombered
in town, They were graduatos of the Academy,

Tha older, Caroline, is now Mra, Daniel New-
men of Chatham; Pamola (Dalsy), now Mrs, Pater

Parry, the wife of o former superintendent of
Westford Schools and now making thelr home in
Harwich; and Mildred (Mre. Carl Haussler) of
?ranston, R. L., whose husband jsburjed in Waat-i
AWn.

Representing the Day family s Mre. Eloanor
Colburn Fletcher, active in the Qolden Agers. Hor
forboarers were Isanc Day, who came from Ipawich
and married a local gir), Lucy Dutton, in 1706, The
}Iuys in the pnat were very prominent in West-
awn,

“Mrs, Nowman recalls for the fumily that when
girls wora in the house next door to the Cemaeron
School, tholr teachors would parade the studenta,
clags by class In double file, to Westlawn for
Mamarial Day oxercises,

“En route,” she reports; "we were sllowed to
break ranke in ordor to pick soma readalde flawers
to add to our offerings. ] recall my favorite wes the
pale blue crow's foot violet.” '

Under the direction of thelr teachors, Principal
Latitia V, Ward, Mary A, Garvey, Abble M, Blaie.
dell, and Eva C, Pyne, tho youngsters would sing
such Civil War reminders as "Tenting Tonight”
and the "Blua & the Gray."

Tha cematery commissioners rotommend that
more plantings he mado hero if funds becomo
available. They wish to piaca ald-fashloned white
wooden gates at both entrances where previous
enes were romoved or vandalized. Actording to
Claytan Dearth, chairman of the department,
additional memorial gifts would be welcomed,

Superintendent Wilfred J, Tousignant roports
that practically all lets have beon disposed of.
Thoes spaces remaining in Weatlawn are being
resorved for rolatives of those already buried in
tha cematary, whose oarliost graves goes back to
the pro-Revelutionary days and the founding of
the town in 1729,




