Fading rhythm of the woodsman

was lmportant as a ready cash
aop to the farmers. Cutting it oc
cupled their time during the
ulet winter season and when
¢ sumumner heat had
gone from the woods. Also, snow
provided a much easler roadbed
over which to haul timber over
the rocks and atumps from the
cutting area.
An interesting document has
just come to light.
supplied by Harvey
B Adams who lives
in the 240 year -old
Fower Prescott home
stead at 46 Lowell
Road
It covers an agree
ment by Noah and
Nathan Prescott with
the railroads to pro-
vide the latter writh
about 200 cords of
good merchantable
wood to be delivered
to Westford Station at
Stony Brook by April
1 1R71
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Noah Prescott was an enter-
prising person and (n the winter
also manufactured granite pav
ing blocks. cutting them from

huge boulders or exposed ledges.
These were shipped to Lowell
and Lawrence for streets. trans
ported by rail with posaibly N &
N Prescott wood firing the
locomotives.

There were no power saws In
those days so that a tree could be
levelled and cut up in minutes. If
the timber was large, a two-man

was

Gone are the days when one
could hear the steady rhythm of
a of woodchoppers as they
felled tree after tree. Gone also is
that sonorous sound of the steam



