The Acudemy': hisiory

‘Education a century ago:
‘an emphasis on low cost

By GORDON B, SLM'LY

WESTFORD — The founders had stated that
the object of Westford Academy was *'to encour-
age the means of all useful sclence and literss
. ture” and “render the Instructlon of youth ns
free and litlle cxpensive as possible.”

This sintemeni was made on the’ occaslon
of the 90th year of the school, In itz catalog
‘for 1802, Some of the founding fathers' Ideals
_are prevalent today - but there have been
some changes over the past cenbury.

There were eloven students in the Class of
1882; now ihere are 885 In all grades at Westford
Academy.

_ Then there were three cholees of studies for
the student: college preparatory, English and
ciassleal, and just English, Now the cholce Is
almost unlimied,

PREPARING FOR OOLLEGB. a student
had lo concentrate on Lalin and Greek, with
some mathematies and grammar slireed In, St
dents who completed any one of the courses
of study 'or a 'fair equivalent in amount, will
recelve suiteble diplomas.’But those ‘not de-
sirous of gradualing ore not required lo folow
the courses of siudy.’

There wos on avernge of 40 sludenis In all
grades and the fall lerm began lale In August,
the winler term ended In mid-March with two
weeks' voeatlon, and the ‘summer term' ended
late in June,

Candidates for mim!sslon were required 10
pnss exam In ‘rending, spelnmg. the outlines
of polilical geography, porsing plain English
prose, and In wrillen arithmelic through com-
mon Iractlons,” with speeial aflentlon lo be
glven to -those who wish to ‘fit for college

Al the close of ench term, a public examina-
tton of the vorious classes was held and the
rank, deportment and attendance of cach schol-
ot were oxhlblted to porents ard visliors.

AND, SINCE the Acsdemy wos a privale

school, there had to be a term fee, which was

$6. This most modest sum, which would be a
joy -to any parent today, was made possible as
the Income from the invested funds was suffi-
clent to moet the greater part of cutrent ex-
penses,
Today the taxpayer foots  bill of $1,300 bor
year per student.
. And il you were a boarding pupll — and

‘some eame from Chelmaford, Carlisle, Littleton

and Billerlea - townspoople offered board ‘in-
clutlling room plus washlng, from $4 lo $5 per
wee

Should the parents declde that their off
spring had musical talent, townspeople also jro-
vided Instrucuon in’ vocll and . Instrumental
music.

Pageant planned
for Westford
celebration

WESTFORD — As part of the fown's ob-
servance of the blcentennial, the local com-
mittce had plonned a pageant as part of its
overall programming. However, H now finds
itzell without a dlrector or directors to under—
take this project.

When (he lown observed Its own 200th an-
niversory Iin 1829, and elaborate pageant was
praduced ln which scores of local people were
in the cast. It wos preduced on the Whitney
Playground In Scptember of that year under
the dircction of Mr. and Mts. Luclus Charles
Falrchild,

According lo Committee Chalrman Allister
F. MacDougall, the general outllne of the
pageant is still avallable but he 18 seeking a
copy of the orignal seripl, or any part of i,
‘This would be helpful as background mnterial
io any new pageant wrilten and performed, he
said,




