Early local mover and shaker: ‘Mogey’ Tuttle

By Gordon B. Secavey

t perhaps can be said that Al
Ifrcd Tuttle travelled more

miies on more roads in West
ford than most for he spent
most of his ltfe in town on mov
ing vehicles

First he became a conductor
then motorman on the towns
fledgling street car line tna
rated in 1907 Later he tumed to
delivering the mail and nding
the fire wagons and trucks

For seven days a week he
guided the trolley from Westford
Common to Brookside a dis
tance of three miles The first run
of the day was at 6 15 am the
final 1035p m

At Brookside more commonly
known now as Nabmasset his
ers would either take the
Stony Brook Railroad to Lowell
Depot (change there for Boston)
or get a Lowell & Fitchburg troi
ley to North Chelmsford. then to
Merrimack Square In the heart of
Lowell

Cost of the full ide was 7¢
However f one chose to get
aboard at Banisters Comer
(lL.owell and Providence Roads!
the tariff dropped by 2¢

If one from the Center wished
to drop off to visit with Sam Tay
lor jovial occupant of the Old
Oaken Bucket Farm at the cor
ner of Stony Brook Road or

friends nearby  the tare was a
ni kle

uring the winter ol 19049
1410 the line was shiut down
Hlizzards and great snow drifts
were too much for the four wheel
trolles car

luttle known to all  as
Moges was 4 quiet bachelor
who lived with his sistet Ruth
on the lamithy homestead on Bos
ton Road  She taught in the
Frost Schoed His untlonm was
not alway s impeccable, although
to add color he usually had a
flower 1n his buttonhole ¢

With the event ol the Rural
Free Deltvery (REIM i town the
apportunity came lor Moger to
switch jobs  although the new
posttion might sull mean contin
tienis (ravel

For this job 1t was reqguired
that he turnish his own transgsor
tattonr His woas o Model 1 Road
Sttt o withe o tray bestde thie
Aty et s seal Lor some of the nall
vl oo the rear ton thie hal
i e

I'alk ot the town

s oaar
tei 1y

w.as the talk of the
espue Lally when the snow
came  He rped bis Ford o with
Caterpillar . wheels on the rear
tred sk ke runners on the tront
Irue o the postal senviee oode
thits carttexd hinn and the nuol

over the snow drifts along the
Lack roads as well as the well
frodden matn streets In spite ol
snow amdd sleet Fhe mall went
through'

Durtng much ol his lifetime tn
W estlord the ( enter Fire Station
was asmall white bullding adja
cent to his bamm This housed the
horse drawn wagon which car
ried a couple ladders some
shovels and brooms for torest
tires and a doszen or so hand re
extinguishers the soda and
wid type

Tuttle was a volunteer lirenun
all his life and unless 4 substi
tute took over he hitched the
tamily horse to the plece of
eyuipment  and  raced  to the
scene especially H 11 wasnt too
tar distamt

Tewooltery Pral Brvee woas the re
trnark it The Hreroen oid then
et bt onily eelbar
haosle

wavien! the

L the the sl o g tortopse
old tumers remember Mopey  as
slow mnospeech and e acton
Sesvertheless  the eleston trolles
twavs reached Hrookstde  on
tume and lolks along the RED)
routes never  fatled 1o pet the
L owell Courter Citizen lorernun
ner ol the Lowell Sun or the Thos
toy Post on thie same day thes
were printed

Mogey” Tuttle as seenan his traveling days
(Seavey photo)




