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Dunstable Cornet Ban

By GORDON B. SEAVEY

DUNSIABLE — With plans galher
ing momentum evéryvhere for the Bi.
Centennial celebration, many rommanity
parades will be staged during the coMm-
ing months. o mmry

And with a parade there are fnvaria-
bly marching musical units al the head
of each division. : ;

Were we celebrating the 100tk year
of our counlry’s founding instead of the
'prma@hing bi-cenlenuia!, one ol the
teatured musical organiZalions falking
part, no doubt, wottld he the Dunstabla
Cornel Bamd. : ,

It was not only a prize-winning niusi-

L = TpT t B -
cal group bul they gave the viewers the " ollier bands as wekl as his own, -

speclacle of playing while mopnted on
horseback, a rarily {oday as il was a
century. ago. et

The band was a small groun, usally
18 in number, but they were resplendent
in long, mavy blue ceals . gensrously
splashedd with gold frim on red broad:
cloth in the front. There was a profusion
of gilt braid en the cutfs and gold epau-
lels on the shoulders. Topping all this
was a visor cap {will much oroamenta-
tion) asd a red and whilp fouriain

* plume. Srades of the Czars!

' Players, radio and TV, it was puite com- -

L et

The - beal of drums, Lhe crashing
cymbols, the heavy noles of the basses
or the {rumpeting of the cornels had no
noliceable effect on the lorses. With
most of the musicians coming from the
farm, they rode their own steeds. This

made good understanding betweer man

and beast. .

The horses blodded along wilh the
guidance of a slout cord lom bridle to
each slirrup, Teaving the rider free o
cluich his instrument and play freely as
the parade swung down Main Sireet past
the reviewing stand, S -

hlatc:_hhi g Equipment

Uniformly equipped with malehing -

saddles (at a cost of &350 each), the
horses’ bridles and saddle cloths alsp
malched: Some say that this Eroup was
50 welktrained that the horses ‘slepped
with the beal of the bass drum. )

Ir those days, long before record

mon for lowns and even villages to or-
Eanize a local band, in which they Look
great pride. The Dunslable Cotnel Band
was forined in 1861 froin a small orohes-
tral group and was one of the best. Its

services, were slways in great demand
overywhere,

Soon after formalion, {he band par- -

ticipated iIn ar iter-stale band competi-

tion, hild in Nashuz in'1868. The country

boys, most of whom - were sell-tadghd,

came off with sccond prize. G
' While they called thomselves a cor-

nel band (a common term}, perhaps the
definition “hrass band'’ rmight have been
more appropriate. There were five cor-

nel players, nine who played lubas of -
" VATIOUS sizes, and a single lrombonis| —

bul he.was one of the bost. His name
was Ellis Brooks who later played with
John Philip Sousa and the United States
Marine Band, He  alsg.conducted two

" With Other Bods

Players often . "monnlighted” . with

ofter bands in e vicinity, such as the

- Anerican’ Waltham Waleh, the United-

Shoe Machinery and Nashua Military
bands. On all inyportam noCasions, such

.88 Memorjal Ddy amd the 4th of Taly,

the Dunstab'e ersemble was engaged at
au tarly dae, -

Not only did the Dxinstable band ap-
pear in local funclions bt for naarly
forly years during its existence jt was
featured throughout fhe state and
beyond, They played comcerts at fairs,
celebrations, fra‘ernal gatherings. They
marched or rode in military funerals, P
litical torchlight parades ard acted as

a military escort for dignilaries, fnelud- .

ing presidenls of the Uniled Stales. In
1875, they escorted Ihe -official Carlisle
delegation fo the centennial celebration
al Concord at which President .S,
Grant attended.

Their favorile assignment was to at-
tend, along with members of Troop F

Cavalry First Brigade,- Massachuseils .

Volunteer Militia, the annual musters
and  other special milifary - oceasions,
Members oif Troop F principally came
from adjoining Clelmsford and Wesi-
ford, but Dunstable wzs also represent -
ed Both organizations were mounted
and this associalion confinued for 31
years. . '

Hiram Spawding, a local farmer

who played comne!, was the keader and
manager of the band for three decades.
llis small-town {populalion then, 550
mow, 1,400) masical family is s{ill re-
membered by old-limers,
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Militia at Framingham cam
mounted unil in the Cammonwealth.

d parqded on horseback

Dunstable cornet berred

Bright Yuiforms
In the earlier days, the wuniforms
were plain and He equipment for the

. horses ran from cowboy to English me-

del saddfes. The blankels, bridies and

other equipment was what the members
found oqt the farm.

As their repufalion inereased, so did

© the splash of their equripment. They had

various uniforms, inclwling & st of
bright red: coats firimmed with black

braid) . with blue striped rousers. Most -

dashing of all, perhaps’ was -Lhe oubfit
using yellow coats trimmed with black
braid, and while trousers.

Brooks' father built 2 bandwagen to

use on special occasions: When the band

broke up in’ 1897, -Ile wagon was plir-

" chased by one of the tuba players, Joln

Uplon. Laler it was purchased by a Hal-
lon’ family in North Chelmsford and its
whereabouts, ab present, is wol known,

- The people of this small and shill rur. -

al town of Dunstable can look back with
pride thaf there were among they nen
with foresizht, petistency and ingenuity,
combined with showmanship and musi-

- eal ability, which rightfully parned an

hohored position in the coleriainment

~ward, Williafm L.

P grounds is the Dunstable Cornet Band, first

First in Commonwealih

It could be said thal the Dunsinble
Cornel band was the first in lhe slate
who looled their own horns while pacad. -
ing on horsebackt -

Other membors of the band, all from
long-knovm Dunsladle families, included
Franklin N, Towles, Levoy C. Woodward,
Addison Woodward Hetiry J.” Towles,
Gilman Barrows, Fverett ol Chenoy,
Thomas  O'Brien, - Lyther @ Robbins,
Bowman'A: Gale, Brnest Palmer, Ellred
B, Swallow, Dapjel Swallow, George
Gay, Alberl Harlwell, Thomas P Wood-
French, Clarence
Spalding and Natlaniel A. Kendall

- Were the Dunstable Cornal Bawd 'in

‘exislence today, we might see the TV,
sl and motien cameras Zooming in on

the group as this musical unil, putbfilled

© I bright reds, blues and gold, on April

19th leading the parade of parades!

It may be safe to say thal o'd scenes
will be re-enacied the nex( lwo years in
observance of hyo cenlucies of Amertean

. history, but there will never be anyihing

like the old Dunstable Cornal Band.

Sotind off, boys, and lel’s start b
paradet”



