Colonists concentrated on

By GORDON B. SEAVEY -

 WESTFORD — In the eoming months,
America will unfold its observanee W the
founding of the couniry — the 200th anni-
versary. Comiltees in various Middle-
pex Jowns amd eilios cuicily have been-
making plans for this Bieentonnial obser-
vance,
. The plang are laking various [orms.
They could be plavs, pageanis, reenaecl-
mant of mililary skirmishes and battles.
They could be the rehabililution of an-
cieni landmarks, the restoration of pre-
Revolulionary buildings,

As many of the seeds for this found-
ing were sown righl In this area, let’s
roll back lime al least u eouple of cen-
turies. We must dig into old records and
visit old cmnetrraes and. read old h:sr
tories.

This is whrm we calch an. mit]mg

of . whai L'nunt:r}f living was like Pl‘l'ﬂl‘ tﬂ__ )

the hmeriean Revolution.

FIRST Cﬂh‘DERN S
THE IMMEDIATE pecds of the pew
selllers were lo provide necessities of
bwman existence . . food, ‘clothing and
sheller, Their chied concern, al least in

most of Middlesex County, was. to till

the soil, H was no easy task, with erude
tools, to cut down ine Forests, dig oul
or plant among the stumps, remove the
small beulders, fence in and prepare the
ground lor planting.

Their homes were for profeciion,

their food plain, their garmenis -home-
spun on_handlooms and sewed at hoimne.
Catlle, horses, swine and sheep were a
must, and 111-3;: grazed where they could.
Home-owners erecled pickel fences
around their front yards lo heep these
nnlmdls oul, not in! A pair or iwe of
oxen were needed (o haul loads in {:rudlt
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A Tory sleeps among Wesiford's
Revolutionary heroes. 1n the autumn
quist of an old cemetery lies the
body of Rev. Willard Hall, the town's
only Tory. Mearhy ars tha araves of

officars and Minutemen of the Rave-

lution, whose differences have long

been settlad. Colorphete by Gordon

S-uvty.
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on Wesrford Common.

homemade caris in t'he'.summer, on sleds

in the winler.

* Much lime and tax money weni to
building and mainlaining the pgravel
roads which crisscrossed lhe land from
farm house lo farm house, and ofien
these were lined 'on both sides with slone
walls. These walls made good fences and
also were a way of getling rid of lhe
rocks.

The more imporiant mds-ran from
Llown to lown, and pariicularly loward
the irading ports of Boston and Salem.
Many of these roads remain in their orig-
it location, Today, some are identii-
fied with Massachusetis route numbers!

PROGRESS SLDW
’I‘HI.’I":GS MOVED siowly a5 ibese
were the years of establishing a new
cuntry. Communication was slow and
difficull. People moved aboul mastly on
horseback or walking. There was liltle

" reading malerial and post riders carried

communications al uncertain inervals,
.The city folk were interesled in their
way of. life: Shipping, manwufaciuring,

- merchandising. The eunlrj- [ﬂlk worked

II!AII“I’ TO mm HER STEED - ,

h'mﬂdlmumﬁthcihﬁrh Day, with H. Amcld WHH'.
!nhlnq on. This Colonial londmork stood for years in front of Prescott Tavern
m Forge Village, If now indicates she Luther Prescont kot in West Cemetury.
Dressed in Colonict costumes, the “modek” come from old Westford fomilies,
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- long hours prowing vegetables, wiweal,
Iye, bacley and corn. They had orchards
_of apples, pears and praches. A profita-

ble income came from culting lhe virgin
foresls, mostly white pine, and sawing
the {imber into lumber in neighborhoeed,

waler-powered saw mills.- Much of ‘this

was shipped lo England. And from the

© city. the country people gol manufac-

lured goods, sugar, molasses and nam
in redurn, Bt ﬂny made their own hard
cider,

Rism was comemon. Il was part nf
the festivilies surrvunding the ereclion

of a barn, a house amd even a new meet-

inghouse on the vilage green..In fimes
of deaths, births and weddings it was
served frﬂﬂ‘!r' It might be called an all-
occason drink,

The Sabath began il three o'clock
on Sajurday .aftermoon and lasted until
sundown on Sunday. The official siate
church in Massachuseils was Congrega-
lional and the

ing place for public and lown meetings.
LONG SUNDAYS |

SUNDAY SERYICES required a full

day’s atlendance. Foolwarmers were the
only heat  (unless the preacher hal a
fiery- sermon) . in the rather plain build-
ings. During the noontime break, many
would gather at a nearby - lavern for
lunch, the women amd children in' one
room, the men in another, This was the
big social hour of the week, The men

early meeling house -
" served mol oniy as a church bul a gather-

would sncak a dejnk or two of rum, perod-
2bly heatéd over the fireplave in cold
weather,

1 hﬂa ‘een . repwlcd from Carlisle
when the Rev. Psul Litchfiek! was scen
one day bo.approach & home on a pasto-
ra} visit, the mislress of i house found
the “cl.lpboar-:! bare of rum.” As Lhe pur-
son entcred by Ihe front, a sinall boy
scogled out the hack deor lo Lhe lavern

lp feteh a pilcher of rum. This was duli--

fully served before the visil onded. 1M
is also reporied that the paslor Tound
il pecessary te limit his tlmly pastoral
calls,
A GUOUD EXAMPLE

TO PIN-POINT pre-revolulionary
life, we wonld turn to a single comemuni-
iy as a proper ex ample. Therefore, we
will make i Westford, which received its
charter halfl a centwiy before the faleful

- events of April 18, 1?‘?5 Htﬂi‘ are ‘the

reasons: ;

;. Firsl, as & nal;mz son, 1 have Jived
with gfmeratwns of descendants of the
carly settlers, mosl of whom slill show
with pride their sirong independence and
traits of their forebears.” They are hard
working, Whrifty, gencrous and sodid,
Their family names indicate that they
come from sturdy English sk, To
mention a few: Prescoll,  Hildreth,
Wright, Abbol, Keves,  Fleicher and

Spalding. .
= ANTIQUES
SBECONDLY, 1 keve scen arould var-

ious homes: and _particularly in atlics

many arlicles of historic value which
lend themselves lo describing life here
iwo cenluries ago.

A good example is a maple desk
proudly shown by Mrs. LueHa Prescott
Collins,, 8, of Forge Village. 1t came
dowmn lhmugh the family from her great-
greal grandfather, Jonas Pescolt, who
distinguished himsel ai Bunker Hill. .

Thirdly, many old Westford records
have been saved. The Mnporiant ones
have been faithfully copied in an out-
stareding and valuable town hislory: Iis
aullwr was the pasior of the Congrega-
imm! ﬂmrlch the Rev. Edwin R Hudg-
man, and a wise choice.

_ Ii was sponsored by a small group

_ which calied themselves the Westford

‘Town History Associalion in 187%; ils pur-
pose lo publish an aulhenlic loval his-

= 'Ihe comamunity pmjéet'calfei;l for ﬁlll
copies to sell for £2. I1 was finaliy pub-
Hshed in 1083, Bui the author’s pay of

$400 for this monumental lask was
meager, | :
~ THE BEGINNINGS
Westlord was sei aside from tihe

mother fown of Chelmsford in 1729 ...
bui the beginnings of Cheimslord came
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iisl weir. The ruslnmg woters have pwercdmuch industry over the succeeding
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