" Church-organ pum

r

A

16 _THE SUN, LOWELL, MASS. MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1082 . . . =

4

Westford resident recalls. * : .. .- .

. By GORDON B, SEAVEY
i Bun Correspondent -

WESTFORD ~ The coal and ice

g dollmz mon, the milkman and tho
o

[

..+ Similar to pumping wnter; cons

t home
! thing in common: - they are
vanishing professions,

But anothor profession which fs %

nleo disappearing ia that of a church
organ pumper - a job which re.

. ; quired much pationce, not ekill,

Pipe drgans are fed afr under
presaure by mechanical meana,

The inetruments have an air box
which is fllled by pumping a handle
to activate bollows which fill the

* choat with air, .

With a key on the console, a valve
willopen at the baso of a spocific pipe,
lotting through alr to produce the de-
sired tone. '

stant pressure must be applied.’

Today, electric motors are used to
pump ait into the organ chambors,’

In Westford, ae may bo tho case in
othor communities, aro still a few old
timors who can unofficially acknow-
ledge mombership in the Organ
Pumpors Guild,

As youngstors growing up in a
town, a boy assigned to pumpling the
organ on Sunday or for choir rehear-
eal, had it made financlally - at 35
cents an hour,

Those doing the job were ploased
when the organist chose sweet, soRt-
toned pluces which did not waste air,

The importance of an organ pum-
per cannot be Ignored.

About 75 yoars ago in the old
moctinghouse at the Common, Rav,

... Bonjamin Bailey was ready to start
. the service, ,

The cholr was awalting the organ-
fst’s signal for the opening hymn,
Suddenly, no air!

Ninety-year-old Alllster F, Mac.
Dougall of 46 Boston Road, recalls
the event.

He was In a blackberry patch at
the thine and appeared at the Com-

livory grocor all have one ',

{

Former organ pumper Alllster Moc-
Dougall, lefi, demonsirates how the
ballows was filled to make musicin
the Flrst Parith Church United in
Wastlord. With MacDougall Is Rev.

mon in his overalls,

With aplomb, he marched to the
alloted apot inside the chambers of
the o:haan. fnapod the walnut hand.
lo to the bellaws, and soen there wos
musi¢c and the Sundsy service was
saved,

"Living almost in the shadow of
the First Parish Church at the Com.
mon, I saw various orgon pumpers,
racalls MacDougall, "eventually,
whon my alder brother gave up the
poat, I took over after having been
carefully schooled to keop vory quiet

per a va

: Viewing the past

" A . 5 .’
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George E. Downey, pastor of the
church the last 12 years and Mrs,
Harrlet Leggal, crganist for more
than 30 years.

%;;x the bowals of tha church's music

MacDougall said there was a well-
ros man in town whose nick-
nome was "Gawky,” but "we kids
never calied him by that nume. He
was dubbed this moniker in his
youth."

The Wostlord veteran sald there |
are othors who recall belng smong
the pipes of the old organ, which s
atill conslderod & gem. .

He recalls, "my brother Morton, u
retiud Concord school principal,

nishing breed

Richard Wollls, i} formér postal lwu::k-
or living in Florida, and two or three

. othors, are 'Guild' membaers, he said,

The organ pumpor epont moat of

4 his time bohind tho facade of the
.» “organ in a norrow space called the.

.organ loft, . , .
A curtain‘backed the exposed

" sanctuary pipes, blocking the pum-

per from view,

Ovor the yeors, emall peop holes
poked in the curtain permitted him
to view tho cangregation from a van-
tago point. During the sermon, he
could catch up on his Tom S8wifk stor-
los or the "Liborty Boys of '78."

The rostor of names of the organ
pumpers s recorded on the un.
painted ping casing of the old organ.

Boya with juck knlves usually
found time to carve tholr namos in
tho soft wood during o lull in their

, dutlos.

* The profession was an art, accord-
ing to Oliver Wendell Holmes who
wrote a poem in tribute to the “pa-
tient organ-blower.”

‘It was a great day for the parish
when In 1871 its Willcox tracker
organ was installed at a coat of
$2,400. .

. Rev. George E. Downoy reminds
us that in early days, all singing was
done a cappolla.

It was not until 1824 that a baza
viol wan used to support tha singing.

Sopranoa were forced to sing an
octaveor twohigher. The old viol was
finally retired and "put up at auction
and struck off to Samuel Hartwell,
dJr., for conts."

Then in 1831, clectricty pumped
tha veneral Willcox organ, .

The history of the organ goes back
to the Meditorranean culture of more
than 2,000 years, )

*Always there has been a person
who furnished the muscle to fill the
bellows, Could these Weatlord boya
be dealgnated a# unsung herocs of
anclent timos?
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