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Blueblrds fmd happmess in; LII Flles Tyngsboro yard

ll,v GORDON B. SEAVEY
. Sun Correspondent _;

) (Editqm note: O Bunda);. ‘
~Sept. 20, Tyngaboro résident:Lile’

lian- Lund Filos ‘ofrthe: North.
Amorican Bluebird Soclety wil!

. lecture on bluobirds at 7:80 p.m,, °

in the 8chool of Philosophy, lo-

cated bohind tho Alcott family's
.. Orchard.House, Lexington Road,

Concord,)

TYNGSBORO -~ The bluebird ,
is one of tho beat-loved of all our ~

songbirds, but fow get to 800 ONQ.
Its bright colors and “song of
happiness” bring joy to all whoseo
and watch the antics of this emall
creature of tha flald and cky But
they are scarco,

No wonder the natumliagﬂon-*

1y David Thoreau wrote 180 yoars

ago that It "carries the sky onits

back and the sarth on its broaat,”

The song of the bluebird fu a
delicate purling warblo which
seoma to say, "Dear, dear, Think
of it, think of it.” Thoy are conal-
dered the first sign ol epring when
they arrive and aro a symbol of
love, hopo and happiness.

Young people perhaps have
never agen a bluebird, once so
comman 50 yoars ago. Now, even
avid birdwatchors rarely get o
glimpsa of this cheorful feathered
friend in these parts any more.

Its nesting place in tho past

. have boon mostly in hallowain ap-

ple trees; moat of the orchards are
now gone. Peetlcidcs have reduced
tho population, it ts belleved.
These birds have a gontle dis-
position and are not fighters. Re-
lated to the robin, but only ssven

. | Bluoblrd Iovors

Briiish 60!;"0"" Willlam Condry

.and Mrs. Lilian Files stand beside

o blusbird nesting box on Scribner

inches long including tall foath.
ors, thoy are too timid to fight off

compotition from sparrows, -

wrens, and starlings as they com-

. pata for nesting space ln tho early

spring.

At Windswept, 'a dolightful
homo atop Scribner Hill near the
Westford-Tyngaboro line, there
lives an energetic lady who is a
dodicated dovotee of the bluebird,
She is Mre, Lillian Files, but pre-
fors to be called juat LIl She lec.
tures on the life and habits of

Hill, near the Wollfo!d-'!’yngnbwo
fine.

theso winged booutios.

In the winter, sho makos
d(monllonnlly correct boxes for
her friends. The entrance hole
must be exactly one and ane-half
inchen to provent the catranco of

. unwanted competitors, moatly

starlings and house sparrows.
Unusual In theso days, sho has
succesafully “rafsed" bluebirds
the past threo decades, Somo
years are bonus ones, others bad,
This summar, two pairs have
nested in her yard, producing 14

. cate.

-The song:: of the
bluebird is a:deli-
urling: war-
ble wi ich seems to
say, “Dear, dear,
‘Think of it, think of
it."” The ﬁ' are consi-
dered the first sign
.of spring when
they arrive and are,
a.symbol of love,
hope and happl-
ness. . :

' getsaround fasl. when you have any
in your region,”.At'that time, her
twapairsand their young WoTg vory

. active.

youngaters, Ono poir had a clutch,- ,
of flve, thon four; the second, a”

' faraily of fve,

This eummer, William Condry of
Walee, a distinguishod naturaliat
in Groat Britain, was guost opoakor
at the annuel Thorenu Society's
conference in Concord. He has long
boon active in the internatlonal na-

ture conservation movement In his-

country os a wrltor, broadcaster
and lecturer on wild animals, fos.
uily, birda and planta, He {s warden
of a nature roserve owned by the
Royal Socloty for the Protection of
Birds in Wales.

Before coming to this country, he
had made a list of birds he had
lwpcdtouco n the Bay Btate. Top-

R’ng the list was the bluebird, but .

was told before loaving that he'd
never find one in Massachusotts,

During his 10-day visit to this
state, he "birded” at some of the
area's best sanctuariea, As hed his
long-time mentor, Thoreau, canoed
the Concord River, Condrydidbuta
century later,

Li) Files said, "Blucbizd is o
magic word in this area and word

A fellow Thoreauvian, knowing,

**of Condry’s ambition, brought him
to Westford. Enroute horoportedto”

" his guide that he felt liko ho wus in
; "selrch of the Holy Graill”

' When the eouple .arrlved, Mrs,
Fllel explained, “we all took a walk
into the fleld next to our home, We

- stopped noar ono of the boxes hold-
ing a young family '~ and we were

' goon rowarded, A male bird landed

on top of the'box, o Lirnuhor;m In
his beak for one of the nestling,
* “At this moment, with binocu-
larsatill up, this reserved man from
. Wales got 60 excited he took mo by
surprise by giving mo a big hug.
Imagino what tae sight of a
blueblrd can do for some poople.*
* "I got my bloody blucbird after
ell,” the visitor blurted.

From Windawopt thero is a most
rewarding panoramic view of the
foothills of Now Hampshire. Motor-
iats along the.country road often
stop to get a glimpse of Mt. Monad.
nbek in the Poterborough-Jailrey
area somo 35 miles to the wost, a3
wall as lessor elovations in the Hal-
lisrange, -

During tes, thoy discussod these

- hills and Condry reminded his hos-

- tees that not only Thoreau, but
Emorson had scaled thom on sever
al occasions. "Seeing the bluobirds
and Mt. Monadnock made my day,”
he commented,

Before luvlns. he autographed
hia latest book; "Pathway to the
Wlld. as follows: “To Lil Flles, for

bringing back the blucbirds, with
best es — and thank
unforsoulbh bluebir
ence”

Mrs. Files manages the office of
her husband's road machinery

u foran
exporle

equipment comﬁnny in East Acton,
Nevertheless, she had found time to
organize the Tyngsboro Bird Socle-
ty, and is a divector for New Eng-
land in the North Amorican
Bluebird Soclety. e .
Her group in Tynguboro. with |

-savera] Westford participants, havo

Elaced 540 boxoes designed-for
luebjrds In this aree. Sho purch.
aded a moped eo that she could
observe many of theso from time to
time during the season, * -

Whon you observe Lil stopping
along the roadside or in a* fleld,
pauso for a moment. You, too, may
co a flash of bluc and hear a awoet .
song, Look closor, If the objoct has

, feathers on its back, head, wings'

and tail of a bright, clear shado of
blue; if its broast Is a bright chest
nut-brown and its bolly grey-whito,
you bohold a rarity — a North
American bluobird in Mas-
sachusotts.

A rarity, true, but not oxtinct -
oxpaciolly f Lil Files has hor way.

Unusual in these
days, she has suc-
_cessfully “raised”
bluebirds the past
three decades.
Someé years are
bonus ones, others
bad. This summer,
two &mirs have
nested in her yard,
producing 14
youngsters, One

pair had a clutch
of five, then four;
the second, a fami-
ly of five,




