Battle of Baskets to End Bicentennial Year

By Gerden B. Beavey
WESTFORD — With the term
for observing the nation's
bicentennial fast approsching
the end, three New England
communities ara  busy

pleparing an unusual project

for the frlnd finafe.

sl ot e g
in
secondary a

dependence centered mostly
around the one-room rural
school. Few recsived sufficient
training ever to dream of en
tering Harvard, Yale, Brown or
Dartmouth.

There was a vacuum in the
fiedd umtil

(now Lawrence)
Academy enrolled its first
students in 1782 and 1793
respectively. The young people
were to pay hition
in turn paid the
preceptor’s meagre salary. And

Westford in 1797, which meant

of
schools.

The Westford grant was
described as in the southesst
corner and on the border of New
Brunswick, * at a
spruce tree four miles from the
monument at the head of St
Croix River, rumning North 13
degrees east, three miles to a
stake being the NW corner of
said grant and the SW corner of
said Groton Academy grant.”

Westford's 11,530 acres was
sold on June 7, 1802, to John
Hodgdon of Weare, N.H. (near
Manchester) and Nathaniel
Ingersoll of New Gloucester,
Cumberiand County. The price
was §5,810 or [ifty cents an acre.
As it was sold partly on credit, it
was some time before the
proceeds were fully realized.

The Westford trustees aigning
the agreement were James
Prescott, tressurer, Attorney
Sampson Tuttle of Littleton and
Rev. Hezekian Packard o
Chelmasford.

This township eventually
carried the name of Hodgdon,
became incorporated in 1830

and now has s population of
1,000. It is just south of Houlton.

One of the sponsors working
on the interchange of students is
Charlea W Heath, vice-
president of nearby Ricker
College, a member of the
Hodgdon Bicentennial grou
and a resident of Westford
Road.

Elaborate Plans

Hodgdon will field a girls’
team of 17, coached by Roger
Sherman, the boys', 15
Masterminded by Richard
Nason, the boys' is well-
seasoned, with eleven veterans,
none of which is over six feet,
however
that his boys
are ‘“‘all fired up'’ about
meeting the Bay State coun-
terparts and are mindful that
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Academy trustees $330.
Hodgdon High has
enrollment of

will start practice Monday
foliowing Thanksgiving. These

games will not affect the



