Ange’lica P. sinks roots here
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xi\!JESTFORD - Angelicn, spparently misaing for
gm“ﬁ'm" years in this town, has been rediscovercd.
 {whealthy, has grown tall, and scemas to thrive since
hqr roots are once agnin firmly established in familiar
tory.
:;Her full name is Angelica Purpurea, She is not o
mﬂ“ﬂ-b“l rathar n very uncommon herbin theso parts,
oue day.

'iqtm was recognized by John F. Gagnon last Muy while

Yiin

ing one of his nature tours in the squthwedtemn area
Weatford, not far from Nashoba HIIL Ele has kept a
cloge watch over Angelica ever since.

. AngeHea s eithor two or three yenrs old and is grow-
ing alongside three simllar companions; in this "settle-
ment” there are about 30 emallor, year-old plants. The
beeb is blennial, i
3, The Westford habitat is awampy and the soll mud and
peat, Growing also in the area are many sentitive ferns
and maple treea, These receive some direct moming sun
qud filiered light the remainder of the day.

.t For an herb, Angetica Is no slouch. Fler Lop blossom,
wchite, reached 8 feet, 7 inches. ller sceds are brovn end
qne-quarter of aninch long, For reproduction, they must
Qp.'glnnmd Immediately, They matured a fow days

w0 Gagnon rushed abatchofhisfind tothe Gardenin
Woacds, hame of the New England Wildflower Soclety, in
Framingham.

r.Surprised to learn of Gagnon's find, chiel
Willium Brumback hastily interved the
obgervation.

»Jnder his father’s tutelege, Gaygnon has been in-
teregted In nature from the Uume he learned the differ
ence “between a violot and a dandalion”

. Many local folks will attest to his hevn knawledge of
plants and trees from accompanying him on varfous
najure walks throughout the town. Many have been
yponsored by the Roudenbush Community Center. Moit
i o and m msm i :;'nmh:mi Tt the

town, ry Spring, near ng for
elderly on Tudmuck Road.

3 :, mliu in native to Europe and Asla where it was

a preventive against evil spirits and witth-
¢radt. 1t fs of origin and berbalicte recom-
"to bite ard chaw & root of Angelica agaims the

ague.
(10 thiscountry. It was mentioned ss being lna ganden

gator
close

in Yonkers as oarly o 1653, Seeda were offorvd for sale
inan advertlsement in the Boston Evening Post [n 1771,
It was ured medicipally as a stimulant or tonie and
given as an infusion.

Oll distilled from the root, leaves, and secds {e an
ingredient In making perfumes and liqueurs. The feaves
could bo wed asasalod and the stems were stonstimen

pular vegetable, blanched similar to calery. In Egu

and. the reots were preserved and the stems cand)




