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Zacchous Wright may be honored In the name of the
library of the new Westford Academy complex. First
presldeni of ihu' Acadomy when foundod In 1792, he

Academy trustees ask library

To honor foﬁmlor

also fs considered the father of fho present free library

system In town,

be named for founder Wright

. By GORDON B, SEAVEY

WESTFORD ~ In a belated
gestuve, the trustees of \Vest-
ford Academy have asked that
-the town name the librory at
the new academy bullding
after the principal founder of

. the secondary school.

The request came in a letter
to the school commiltee this
week suggesting that the title
of the sizeable referente and

* study room be named the Zac-
cheus Wright Library. This
would perpetuate the memory

« -of the person.who was not on-

Jy the leader In founding the

town's first high school 182

years ngo but who also could
be called a founder of the pre-
sent library system.

When the school commiltee
was scarching for a name (o
put on the present so-called
Abbot Middle School on Depot
Street last summer, the trus-
lees suggested Wright's name.
The academy was then aban-
doning the bullding for the
new $5 milllon complex on
Patten Road. Instend, the
committce chose the current
name honoring a famlly long
prominent in Westford affairs,
Including the academy.

Undaunted by the popular

decision, the lrustees now
have come up with possibly a
more appropriate suggestion.
It would honor a self-educated
citizen with no children of his
own but having a strong inter-
est In cducating those of
others. Zaccheus Wright was
also o prime mover in estab-
lishing home libraries
throughout the town, which
later developed into the J.V.

Fletcher Library in 1805,
With a donation of 30

pounds, Zaccheus Wright

along with two others sparked

the founding of the academy.

in 1702, He ndded to this o gift
of 300 pounds in real csiate.
He was the academy’s firsl
president and served for 16
yoars.

Long nofter his death in 1811,
his name continued to be men-

* tloned with respect as onc of

the bost liked and most public
spivited men that Westford
had produced.

It Is sald that he was a per-
son of uncommon size, welgh-
ing perhaps 250 pounds, yet
aclive and agile, and “capa-
ble, when occaslon called, of
chuslng a flock of sheep as
nimbly as the most lithe and
youthful of his hired men."” He
was a farmer and his home-
stead, now occupled by the Al
drich fomily, still stands at

Chambertin's Corner.

The trustees have offered to
furnish a suitable plaque for
the library, should the need
arise.



