By Gordon B. Seavey

With the demand Increasing
for financial assistance, West
ford Academy students headed
for institutions of higher |
were excited to leam that the
trustees of the 180-year-old
school have allocated nearly
820.000 towards scholarships to
worthy students.

This Is an increase of 87,000
over last year The names of the
reciplents will be announced at
graduation exercises this Friday

For the flrst time, a substantial
award under the newly estab-
lished Fisher Family Fund will

lelect officers at 189th annual

years prior to his death, he
stated. 'The Trustees have been
very generous with their scholar-
ships and Academy graduates
ought to show appreciation by
attaining their best possible
grades  There are other things
to consider tn awarding scholar-
ships beside just high marks in
studies but such marks are quite
likely to indicate a good degree of
character as weil as mental abil
Itv,’

Other recent additions. some
large some small. have been
made Most notable 1s when the

Academy trustees allot money
for scholarships and equipment

son, Bruce Scott and Treasurer
A Dana Fletcher

At its 189th annual 7
the trustees clected John E Leg-
gat president and E Kennard
Fletcher, vice president A. Dana
Fletcher continues as treasurer
with Mrs. Anderson as an assist
ant Former preaident, H. Amold
Wilder, was named auditor and
Mras Hook continues as secre
tary

Because of problems with ar-
thrits. Alan W Bell of Forrest

(WESTFORD ACADEMY TRUSTEES dispense scholarship money. buy new equipment and
meeting. Shown seated, left to right: Secretary Bette R,

Treasurer A. Dana Fletcher, President John E. Leggat. Asaistant Eileen M. Ander-

: Past Presidents Gordon B. Scavey

Standing:
Allister F. MacDougall, Barbara Hildreth Parkhust, Edward M. Abbot. Auditor H. Ar-

ook,
L.I-;: and Vice President E. Kennard Fletcher.

be made to a graduate who In-
tends to pursue the study of Eng-
lish In all forme. The new grant
was announced last week as
coming from the estate of Fred-
eric Alvan Fisher adding over
870.000 to the scholasship
funds of the trustees
In addition to the Income de
rived from funds, some of which
were Invested nearly two cen
turies ago. the program has had
substantial support from recent
donors

President John E Leggat re
minded the trustees that over
past years with few exceptions,
the original fund has grown
slowly through prudent manage
ment of money left by parents,
friends and graduates from past
generations

The practice of glving me
morial scholarships was revived
by Principal Willlam C Rouden
bush head of the Academy for
25 years He died tn 1967 at age
95, and his fund (s valued at
84,000

Show Appreciation

| When this fund was set up len

Nabnasset Boosters Club dis-
banded four years ago. 815.000
was presented the trustees
Other memorials include the Pe
terson. Seavey. Hildreth and
Hall

The trustees are in overall con
trol of nearly one-halfl million
dollars of investment funds, half

+of which is in funds. The

board, since 1806. has been a
scparate entity from the high
school itself which now operates
under laws of the Common
wealth

John and Joel Abbot were
among the original founders of
the Academy  Accumulating
over the gencrations. the family s
monetary  contribution now
amounts to 8107 000 A de
scendant of the family, Edward
M Abbot Jr will represent the
trustees at graduation.

A special commitee on scholar
ships from the board works with
Guidance Counselor Mary West
cott and Principal Joseph F Lisl
in determining reciplents of trus-
tees scholarships It Includes
Bette R Hook. Etleen M Ander

old Wilder, Bruce Scott, John A. Kimball and Past President Maurice H. Huckins, Jr.

(J.F. Lisi photo)

Road resigned as a truatee after
27 years. A member of the Clasa
of 1920 he was treasurer for
twenty years.

Lloyd G Blanchard, retired
after 26 years as Westford
School Superintendent  was
elected to the board

On the recommendation of
Principal Lisi the trustees voted
to replace the 10-year-old port
able sound system used for
graduaton, music and other
school assemblies as well as for
town meetings at the achool

Additional computer terminal
equipment will be added to the
present system, described by Lisl
as one of the best and largest
tn the area schools A graphic let
tering machine to be welcomed
by the Media Center will be ord
ered

Estimated cost of the new
equipment is 85 350 86,600
was spent the previous year on
various othe: needed equipment

Serving the longest on the
board, 47 years, is Allister F
MacDougall who was recognized

on the occaslon.
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