" Stony Brook
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_The-Stony Brook Rallroad had lts shere of prablams,
Headed toward Deerfleld, 1his double-engine freight

A look at tiny Stony Brook

’."ﬁdardan B. Seavey is a ro-
s tired nowspaperman and
© Rii-timo history bull wha
» Wrftos occasionally on the
+ fyegone daya of the
f. ufoba Valley.)

y° GORDON B.

L WESTFORD - It is
mpast midnight, Tadmuck
aifill hdimllyliﬂmedby the
£apft raye of a diminlshing
%Ll moon, The air iv very
Natill. The countryman,
*Rying in his bed, hoars the
;bell in the lower of the
=white meetinghouse on
« the Common strike three
“melodiour nutvs.

The modern electric
elock ot the bodalde con-

_Nrms the hour. He knows
that Paator Geerge Dow-
" noy takes particular pride
*that the “town timeplece”
is kept in perfect mecha.
*nical order even though
»much of {ts mechanlsm
has been counting the
hours for gencrations.

‘The countryman histens
a few moments. There's a

, #light rumble, scemingly
. from the West,

tsitan Army helicopter

. from nearby Fort Devens?

-ta it an off.schedule plane

‘Mying frelght to the West

Coast or Canada? Or i It
. the echo of heavy truck

Lires beating gninst the
. pavement uf Houte 4900

_ Now comes the “blah’

sound, soltened by dis.

tarcoe.
_ Ah,itmust bethe warn.
.ing hom from o dicsel en-
gine. emitting a eignal as
it nppmnd;lcs Iht’ sﬁml
croswing at Forge Village,
AL that time of night, it
. Ay uhnhecessary Lo jssue
the warning to othet ltals
. [ie bul these powetful
" Jocometives, triveling et

40 miles per hour with

countiems tens of weight
' behind.lilﬂnmua\ﬂnir
" rightful domain, “Hing of

the Rails.”

‘The rumble cofes from
hundreds of wheels and
E;nnlng eotiplings on s

% string of freight care
wxihey toch ard roll sbene

 Uhe ruils. I §s the Sohy

Brook Railroad lice in ac-
Thisis sotrerthing it has
heetr doing for Y0 years,
It tever dleeps!

By the greales of im-
agination, the Hlony
Bavok Hailrosd line is
Liny, tiny madges.

i Onoe 13.19 miles long
bt first oh Jaly
. 1544, subsequent
ealignmenls have te:
il present mileage

s 1088, It has never pun-

Stany Brook, howevet, ax
expiained by Jocw] raiitved
baft and histnrian H.
Areld Wikdet, bsivvealens
(1% 73

£ 1K Te rol a sewdy, weedy,
iimi!d-mmhinml litoe
fhich verver o poatage

ited atea. The lipe ix
in&mnum only 16
inoles {0 complete the

thole trip. And its useful:
i st Tngmetent.
1L is & Lonnecling
litee that haidles
enybf::igh't l;;nid.'
tewgh Ayet tw bypass
Beston

ony Bresk 1o shuille
it eqpaipavent From the
went did ool 21 2 ou-
Rextion 7n Ayet by join the
Mervimack River towte
iale New Hampakive, ot 1o
Feaed Pasrther oy o Pent-
larnd 31 wppey Maine.
Jtinabusyime Uhtive
World War IV, il wae enti-
mated thal sormet hing wie
Lravelifigh nved This life by
the avetage of ewery N
mihwien, Today, 0 dowple

dozen regularly scheduled
long freights puss nlony
the route wvery 24 hours,

And then thero ore the
“white fleg" traine, the
haughty specisla carrylng
unusual curga, One Is &
string of only.gondolu
cars, cach 80 feet Jong,
cach rushing 80 tons of-
coal from West Virginin to
Bow, N1, to feed & hun-
gry clociric genorating
plont,

Blve ﬁnnnlnu diesuls
ore needed to pull this
monstrous etring, which
runs about every three
daye. An elght-hour
emplying process in con-
ducted ot the generating
plant, and then the
enptien return to the coal
flalds, This train lost nine
cara Inat week in a minor
rall accident near ita dee”
tinution.

Ard [n timiew past, con-
siderable parsenger traffic
developed on the Swny
Drook. I’.larlr mpmhn-
ier service adupted sche-
tules between Lowell and
Ayer, which wsually ran
like clockwork, From
Ayer, there were two
“down" trains and one
“up” in the momning. then
a round-tripat 12noon. Te
conclude the day's local
travel arral 1, twy
“up” trains lefl Lawell in
late alternoon, plue one
dawn.” passed one
andther in Westfond.

In addition o cartying
commuters to Lowell

Iroad u:c‘i-dén

t

apllt a awitch at Forge Village.In June, 1921 and,
crashed into the Abbot mill bulldings. Two men dled.

(chango here for Bokton),
theso tralns houled the
mai) and hondled exprees.
Farmers shipped milk to
the cily In B or d.qunrt
Juge, sl carried Intho bag-
Ragecar, Emply canawore
returned on the evening
m'(“‘-.o binati ;
mbination passenger
and freight stations of
solid conatruction were
erccted at West Chelm-
sford, Wesatford, (Gira.
niteville and Forge Vil
lage, all with Yiving quar.
ters on the second floor,
On frouty mornings,
commutens would the
time of day around a roar.
ingcoal stove in the cenler
of the walling reom. It was
alwnys sbout 20 degrecs
colder at Westford Depot
thanatthe Conter, accord.
ing to Avatln O, Fletcher,
Smaller stations were
provided ot Brookside
{Nabnasset), North Little-
ton and “the Willows,”
eariier estied Sandy Pond.
Wilder hos lpl:luru of
these ald buildingw, com-
plete with blue and white
porcelain deslgnation
signs, and billboards
advertising current pro-
of the day,
Village post olfices were
{ocated near the stalions.
The postmasters' jobe
wute Lo meel the treing
and hand carry the mailta
the offices.
At Westfond, however.a
special carrier had a cone
tract with Uncle Sam to

130-year history

moct the treing, trangport-
inj the mall to o local poat
oftice located one and on-
half miles up Dopot Btreet
in the Conter.

When the Democrata
were in power, the office
wai located in the J. M.
Flatcher atoro on Lincoln
Street. Aathe polltical for-
tunos awitched to thoe Re-
publicana, the post office
moved acrods the Comman
to tho genoral store (naw
oceupiod by Emeorion
Reaity) where Republl.
cans Shermon H, Flocher
and Jiarwood L. (Dick)
Wright handed out the
m‘ll':l final b

@ Minal local pazsen-

geor train was on April 26,

1933, when Perry Shupe

carried the last sacka of

mail and nowspapers in

his Chevrolet sedan from
Westford Depot to the
|

Center,

Oldtimers remembor
Frank Dannlster working
the route an horscbuck
and lator Samuel I8, alch |
in 8 Model T touring car,
the {ntter carrying passen.
gem.




