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STILL “A DELICHTFUL PLACE TO ENIOY
«for Patti Hughes and mother Volatie
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A getaway spot, then and now

By GORDON B, SEAVEY
8an Comrespondent

WESTFORD - The oullei of
Ferge Pond was beliered (o have
been the rallying
indians who roamed this knea of Mid:
dleses County, It was hero, at the
hesdwaters of Steny Brook, that
Andtew, lhle‘ tndian, snagged fish
atlempting 1o wwim downsiream,

Now, 135 years later, the Indisns
have beén replaced by laughing
bathers yweking retief from the July
wan. Dating the inletvening years,
thete have vaned changek.

Once knoun s Excelsior Grove,
the Ut & Hew in :l{n M:idut‘v.t!:
tonnspesple us one of their twy
lie beaches, std the vataable proger
Ly s eecure for genetalions 10 ooite

Exvebsior Orove tecetied its start
&9 & recredtion area when a namber
of kil pedple miet ut the stove of
Jonathan mthe ';m Aml. lgg.
to Lrganine erpe Village Beat
Corporstion. Duvid P, Lawnends was
hatsed (h#ibrzam Abel !‘tggl:i
secretafy. Ve & pretly
walet w0 tlose by, with pastibilities
for buating i well as i;sﬂnﬂ Enve
for the villagury, sceiied 10 b gucd
m}\m ﬁri::mm Thd §

n eatly deveription calkd it "a
beautiful hickery grove with alf the
enrsl desinible appurierances kv e
piunic, Babbath sehwol and pleasute
parties dediring taenjoy a ixfal time
in a delightal place™

Westford

Theee years later, in 1348, the

Mw&wlnﬂd‘?b
ng. Itged pasengento Forge
Village as the railroad sation wis
almost next door,

The blic“t:;a'!ilau of the times
tead, Ng 1 €Y & m-
cial time in a delighiful place can do
0 by taking pasage in the cary of
the Sxony Brook Railroad Compary.
Prom Lowell, in 30 minutes you will
ailight within 20 rods of Eweelsior
Crove on the margin of a large and
beattifal potnd, whete wach itnocenit
uiieEenls and exercied ks water
excursions, swinging, dancing,
miie, ete, ay be fally enjoyed.

A spexial nete wis taade that no
intexkeating quor wasto be allowed
on the premises. Yat, there wete
ome enterprising rearby fatmery
whaooald have supplied a draughtor
two from the past year's cider

presaing. ol

A lack of facilities to ventute ¢lo
e witers won brovght sction from
the commiliee. Beven men ware

wae spread among 41 stachholdera,
astl, whe ran the keal
ta headed the list wilh seven;
five bocight frve shares
and the remainder wid 3
in seaaller amoants.
The inveatment turned cat well

for these shrewd Yankees, even
when it was applied to the rieky re-
creation field. During the 16 yeary
the “patk” was in opetation, the sea-
wonal disidends ranged from four to
15 percent.

The reassn for the demice of Recels
sior Grove i3 not known, 1t 13 bes
Tieved, however, thatils location wis
tiote valuable for other prirposes.
The new tailraad line ran through
i
na prod village, a

ot & et
it waittinger 1}
the property in 1884, He way recog:
nited 83 the first 10 export ice to
wulbern United States cities and
the Caritieun. M2 theieto
Baston and loaded aailing vesels,
Packed in wet sawdust, the ice s
sived long dayd at sea, later to e
hance Lables and drinks of the wea)
4hy in better climates.

Hiltinget st saine 35.000 tons of
e by tail (o Bosten for Jetin P,
Squire and the amvant itsted for the
Ssuthetn market was 50,000 tons.

Daniel Oag of Laowell parchased
the propesty later. In a tetrible don-
Ragtation in 1920, (he tindirdry
wooden baildings burned 13 the
ground, Rebuill, but to a smailer do.
gree, the tew wbit
o i eventa of this ot plos the

LA is ‘
ivvention of the heasebold

tor, the K busines on Forge

melled.

Today, (ke hickory trees are gone,
bt oid &m!shr'gm arries o4
the tradition of being & "detightfal
Place to enjpy.”
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