ALLISTER F. MacDOUGALL
«» . carrizs rifle of original Westford Minuteman

84-year-old Westford Minuteman ready
for Concord trek -- with original rifle

By GORDON B. SEAVEY

. WESTFORD -- Marching with a long, firm
stride, a modern Minolerman.who has seen more
than four scare years will keep pace with much
yvounger ones {and drummer boys, oo} when
the Westford company of Minutermen participate
in ihe anoual Palrist's Day pacdde at Concord,
April 19, W *

lte is Allisler’ F. MacDougatl, 1\'51{'.|..=.-,'."E_1I'_be:
B years old come JQily 18 He'ls chairman of

the town's bicentennial commitiee. T E s

Sieeped in Jocal hislesy, he has been- over
Lhe years a preserver of counlless Westiord arli-
[acls which long have been overlooked and per-
haps lost forever, ;

In the morning march lo the North Bridge,
MacDougall will be carrying a rifle’which a
Westford lad of 21 carrled lwo cenliries ago
for a more meaningful purpose, His pame: Ben-

jamin Osgood. ]

' Young Osgoed, huin in 1754 at Andover,
firsl appeared in Westford records as one of
the 207 signers of the Solemn League and Cove-
manl on July 4, 150 The lownspeople that
day voled uranimously o support the boycolt
of Brilish goods hecavse of the blockade of Bos-
lon Harbor. His name appears a s"Benja Os-
goad" on the vellowed sheet now mder lock
and key at the lown library, ]

He was a private in Capfain Jonathan Min-
ol's company &t Concord.

LATFR, WHEN Micols comimny was al-
tached to Colonel Baldwin's regiment, enlisted
January 1, 736, Osgood was again on the roll
.The men were “ta recelve gne penny per mile

for their ralions from their Respeclive places
of Abode and their relurn fo lhe same™

As they were paid for the number of miles
belween Wesliord and Hesten, 3t s prebable
they were of lhe force stationed near Boston,:

Osgoed was back in Weslford sosn there-
after, perhaps, lo court z girl lwa years his
Junior- She was Tryphena Comings (Cummings)
of an old local family, They were married on
Oclober 31, 1778, and as common in {hose imes,

were parenis of a sizeable family six children.

He died a colonel al the ripe aes of 70 on
December 8, 1824, and is buried in Fairview

Ceznelery, near the graves ol many alher Revo-
lutianary velerans.

MACDOUGALL GUARDS with great love
the anciert rifle of this origingl Mingfeman, 1€
came jnlo his possession B3 the resull of a Jofg

-friendship with Me. and Mrs. Houghton G Os- -

gand, the lasl membears of their Line.

He recalls lhat it hung over the fireplace
of ihe Osgood home ab Chamberiain’s Corner.
Every 19th ef April, {he owners woyuld call in
Ihe neighboriood childeen to fell them the slory
of yaung Benjamin and his rifle, -

And it stbl fires — with acturacy!



