Fourth of July evokes nostalgic images

By Gordon B. Seavey

Granddlather was forever say
ing Wha' s happened to those
good i vmes?

Were 1y S0 good  after all’
N be it but different

t ompare he Fourth of July
celebrations ' today with those
of yestenear A few thi have
changed celetbrations are differ
rnt

lnﬁmndtathﬂ s time, the cen
ter of many activities was at the
Reagraphical center of the town
the ( ommon Folks had to either
walk 01 fide tn a ¢ arTiage wo these
mvents They came 1n large num
Hbers trom the villages often with
theit lunches to spend the day
watching sporting events listen
ing to vratlons and bhand con
certs  and for just good old
fashloned get togethers

Ymm1 prople teased their par-
ents w let them stay out on the

night beforr  to hear the bells
ring loudly from perches in the
tower of the white church theold
meetinghousel and the Hrown

church K ongregational which
at that time was painted brown)
to signal In at the stroke of mid
night the armval of the Fourth

It was sort of a royal battle be
tw een two sets of bell ringers

This was the Ume, too, when It
W as open house at the two coun-
uy  stores f each other
diagonally across the Common

Sherm Fletcher and Dick
Wright rolled out a wheel of Ver
mont cheese (Sherm was the
cheese buyer and m!?ty proud
of 1t"! at the Wright & Fletcher
store The counter for
ﬁ‘ orders was clean and

o with the cheese came
Bradt s soda crackers -— crispy
white thin squares a delight to
the palate

With this came plenty of soda
pop which had been cool In

tUn

the big ice chest in the rear of the
store, wn better as the ' back
room’’

Favorite refreshment in those
days was Moxie birch and root
beer and also sarsaparilla (we

had to look up tlmt spelling)
Chelmsford Ginger Ale alsu had
come to town with newer flavors

To their best customers the
two store partners would slip a
7 20-4 or Pippin cigar sart of
Christmas in July

John M Fletcher and his son
J Herben (Tootlel had similar
goin s on a\ their variety store If
a young lad were quick enough
he d take tn both events
Only the bravest of the female
sex showed up at this midnight
feast There was good camra
derte all around

Alec Fisher who ran the town
slaughter house and traded In
cattle always readied his small
brass cannon for a few heavy
blasts now and u¥en from the
Common

Small boys kept their {ire
crackers, t oes and spar
kiers for the next day In youth-
ful exuberance. however the
supply of sparklers was usually
gone before dark Woe to the boy
who got his finger jammed In a

cap pistol  those blood blisters
vould sometimes he pretty sore'

A cautien was necded with tor
pedoes about the size and shape
of a Hershey Kiss wrapped in
ga) paper and containing a cap
which exploded When thrown on
a hard surface Placed In a tight
pants pocket one or two might
blow oll while sliding into second
base

Members of the newly formed
Troop #1 Westford Boy Scouta
with Academy Principal Willlam
¢ Roudenbush in charge would
ﬁnthcr early on the Fourth for a

ag rnmg urumne: at the
hand hewed 80-foot high flag
pole The old bandstand
rounding the pole erected many
years previously had rotted
away It was replaced with &

ble wooden one. designed
y Alonzo {Lon) Sutherland, a
master of all crafls

A convenlent rall around the
circumference kept the muag
O FOURTH. Pnge



