1896: 15 seniors was
foo big a class for WA
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WESTFORD - The year 1897
was a busy one (or the school
committea, for not only wos the
new Academy building (now the
Roudenbush Centor) about to
open in the fall, but there wore
many other matters of import-
anco under dlacussion, such us
congolidation of the grade
schools In the outlying district
and pupil transportation,

Tho orlginal Acadeiny Build-
Ing at the head ofthe Common, as
a home for educntlon, was closed
aftor tho Class of 18946 grodunted.
Excrelses, as usual, wore held in
the First Parish Churchwherenn
organ was avajlable, Thore were
oight boys and soven girls in the
class,

Last spring the Academy, now
on Patten Road, graduated 241,
PrinclpalJosoph Lisi anticipatos
some 235 will receive diplomas
this June from the 102-year-old
institution,

The week belore the 1806 gra-
duation, 18 youngsters per-
formed for thelr parents and
friends in cighth-grade exer-
ciscs, When foll came, the now
batch of cighth-graders would be
enteringthe new Academy bulid-
ing for thelr lessons, o3 the
schoolhouse on Boston Road
(now the Tadmuck Club) was
overerowded,

The six-member school com.
mittee, in commenting upon the
opening of the now schaol build-
ing, had this to say:

“Tho new Academy bullding
hasbeencompleted,andthe high
school and cighth grade have
been working (studying) there
slnce September 1867,

“The change from the oid
building is a very marked one,
and while thosc now attendingin
the new, commodious (three-
room) bullding are congratulat-
ing thomsolves on the advance,
lotall recall tho great results and
advantege Wostford has had for
ovor 100 yoars in a high-grade
gehool for heruse ~ alasting evi-
donce of wisdom of early citizens
and their Interest in education.”

Consolidate and save

The commiitee reported there
was a growing demaond for con-
solidatlon of schools, for oco-
nomy and botter cducation. At
that time, the long-sought schaol
had cight pupils in flve grades; at
Minot's Corner, 12 pupils in six
grados,

And for pupil transportation,
among tho many reasons given
wore that wet feet and clothing
and colds could be avoided. Also,
thore would be "no quarreling,
improper languuge or improper
conduct on the way to and from
school.”

There were 11 distriet
clementory schools involved inn
consolidation, but Committee-
man Alfred Woodbury voted in
the nogative for both consolida-
tlon and transportation.

The committee did agree
unanimously, however, when
they asked that o cellar be duy at
the Forge Village school ond
“the heater and fue! placed In it.
‘The saving in fuel borrowed
(stolen?) will pay the interest on
cost of expenditure.”

Thoy sure were trying to keep
cxpensos down, even in those
days!




