. Westford began memorializing dead ;
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17 years after the Civil War,

' *'By GORDON B. SEAVRY

WESTFORD — As velerans'
groups, civic apd religions

. Jeaders prepare 1o remember
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the dead of varioas wars this
Memorial Day, U -as 17
vears afler the concluwsion of
the Civil War thal lownspeo-
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A tall, distinguished appearing man with a white flow.
ing beard, Wayland F. Balech was Westlord's last of
the "long, thin Blus line” when he died in 1937. A
eommanding Figure in his blue Civil War uniform with
campaign had, he lived te be 95 yoars old and alwayt
tock part in Memoarial Day ceremonies. He is shown
with his deughter, May, who was a local artist of nate.

ple gathered in churches, pub-
lie builfings and al ceme-
lesies {p horw Lhe dead of the
“War of the Rebellon™ 2
term then In common wse.
Thirty-ive  Westhor
Jost ibele lvee is this wae be-
lween the North and [he
Soulh, mnd Lhe womon of the
communlly were liberal in the
gssistance ey gave lo the
slek and w d. And ol cil-
ens cherishad the memory
of their desd, whose names
now appesr i biack, cul inlo
eold marble, en tablets In the
town hall, During the confliet,
southern women look up the
practice of decoraling (the
graves of scdiers of both
sides. In 1040, May 30 was sel
aside by lhe Grand Army of

the Republic to decorats the

graves of Unlan soldiers.

First formal recognition of
the day in WesHord came in
1852 when a detachment rom
Tost 115, GAR, came from
Groton on May 3 !o join Jocal
velerans in decoraling the
graves of comrades lo Lhe
evening, the Graniteville Cor-
pel Bard plaved al services
In the fown hall. An address
was piven by Rev. F ™ Hodp-
man, lowa hislecian, desenil-
Ing the lown's pariicipatlen in
the war, and “Hooker's Ballle
Above Lhe Clods” was resd
with “fine cifecl.” To tnd Lhe
“lliting observance™ of the
day, a Caplaim Palmer de-
seribed the ohiscls and the or-
ganization of Lhe GAR, of
which the Amarican Legion Is
lis counterpart

Seven years praviously, Lhe
lownspeople galbered to pro-
pose the ercction of @ mono-
mend an lbe common lo coms
nwemcrale the services of Cal,
John Rebinsen and olhers who
participated in Lhe fight al the
Old North Bridge in Concord
pid al Bunker Hill in the Rews
olalionary War. Al the Lowa
meeting on May 22, 1875, the
sum requexled was $2000, bot
the arlicle was defested 78 (o
5. Only within the last few
years such a recognition been
made, which consisls of a
timple boulder with & bronze
tablel ploced ol Lhe head of
the common.

A PROUD SoN, whese dad
was lo be the first from Wast-
ford among the 172 men to
answer {he call of President
Abcabam Limcoln lor volun.
leces 1o “fight [or the
peeservalion of the Union,"
was o present the lown with
ils Hesl war memorial

This gift was to homor LL
Willlam Melesli of the 16th
Massschusells Regimenl,
Company €, and aH the volun-
leers to Ihe casse. The doaor
was his son, Edwin, who had
graduated Irom Weslford Aca
demy in 1955 and stayed home
0 run the little Metcall farm
near Minol's Comnor, on Houle
19, and lo care jor his

men

mother while the father was
away al war.

win C. Metcall grow to
be a distinguished Massachu-
sells citizen, and laler o sue-
cessfyl businessman in Ay
burn, New York, He was
elerted 2 state representative
{rom Springfield, then & sena-
lor froen Hampden Cously. He
was mayor of Lhe! city and
Inler aesislant quertermastor
genersl for Governor John D,

"Rohinsen.

The day came when Edwin
was called bheck lo Wesiford,
the town of his birth, lo bary
his father. To bis surprise, be
was mef al the rafircad sle
tion by 8 delegation of old
Civil War Veierans.

“They were sirangerz o
me, they came withoul solicls
lation and they came wilhoul
any previous knowledge on
my part,” be later =faled,
“but 1 wes 3o mich pleased
and s much touched ar the
spielt of devolivn and loyally
of thoae who had stood
shoulder lo shoukder, during
the Civil War, that I then and
lhera resolved Lhat | would do
sometting in Westford lo the
memoy of lbess velerans."

In due Lime, Lhe small triap-
gle of land bounded by Baosion
Road, Lineoln and Hildreth
Streets, was carelully graded
and surmounded by u reunded
granite curbing.
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Civil War Memorial

Civil War scldier in fell regalia has
locked scross Wastiord Cemmen for
over six decades, A fribule te the tewn's
volunfenrs lo the War of the Rebellian,
it was erected in 1910, Building a left is

the Former Conaragationsl Church, Te
the right of the dignifisd menument may
be sean the original Westford Academy
building, built in 1792, and row the
homs of the Central Fire Station,
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