150-year-old town flagpole -
falls victim tfo rot, vandals

By GORDON B. SEAVEY

-WESTFGRN — Vhal taok 150 years fo graw,
many haurs of hand lahor 1o fashion into an un-
usual but patriefic articie, whick stood proudly
for 114 years in fhe hearl of Westford Common,
and fren came tumbling down in the matter of
five minutes?

Maybe you've guessad it because it has been

a topic of conversation for over a year and

iecessitaled an appropriation of $2,000 at the
gnnual town meeting.

. It was a venerable white pine {ree which as
- d flagpole flew “Old Glory” for more than a
-cenfury for all passersby 1o sec:

--BUT IT HAD scen ifs day. Aged with rot
al the base and ils fop section broken a year ago
by vandals pulling on the halyards, it became
necessary fo replace the entire slrueture. In
preparation for a new pale, which will come in
a single €3-foot seclion, workmen Monday in the
maller of minules “sawed down the old pine
tree.” 1 fell to {he north in a proud, graceful

manner, its rellen cradle al the mid-section
scarcely pepetrating the wellmanicured grass -

an the common.

There she lay, later to b2 cut in sections and
preserved by the histerical sociely. The butt,
encased in cement, had to be drilled ouf. The
lower seclion wis 50 feet {all, |he upper, 30, he-
Aore vand?h%m

The original free had heen ﬂﬂna[cd ’hy M:n]ah

Flatcher Erum hls Cold Spring Farm in 1£51 and
Cyrus Hamlin, 2 lecal carpenter, turned it by
hand (no doubt right cn the common) into a
two-piece flagpole. With the help of townspeaple,
guided by Samuel Fleleher, a Graniteville
quarryman, the pole was raised in Bme far ils
dedicalion cn blay 18, 1851, when at "2 pm. the
slars and sfripes were run up amid the cheers
and hurrahs of a large . cnﬂreeh{m of mon, women
and children from all parls of the town who had
assembled to witness the patriolic srens.”

TODAY THERE ARE ol least o couple of
white pines growing in town which no doubt
woild mateh Abijah's in height and thickness.
One is on the shore of Burge's Pond, the otker
in Nashoba Wowdlands. They reach at least 83
feet toward the sky.

T T S T S A T L LT Lkl




