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Apparently reacting to the un
settling conditions caused by the
Civil War in which 35 Westord
men died out of the two hundred
who served. a large percentage
from the parish the church
tuned to new endeavors with

drastic changes
Most momentous was the
s of the bullding with its

120-foot steeple a quarter tumn so
that its tower faced the common
not the west The central hall
ground floor used from the day
its doors were first opened In
1794 for town assemblies and
business, was dismantled The
vestry and sanctuary were
‘modernized” and the ladies’
parlor fixed up Of great impor-
tance. of course, was the addi
tion dmeoxggn.amjor ex
penae In those days

Over the years the organ
needed minor repalrs and tun-
ing. The Andover Organ Comr
pany of Methuen completely re-
built the wind chests 15 years
ago, installed new parts and at
the same time replaced the
tracker linkage to the pipes The
cost was 87 000. nearly three
times the original purchase
price

“Tracker organs are difficult to
play quietly, " says Mrs Pamela
Precious Perty an o t while
a student at the Academy and at
times later ‘They necessitate an
entirely new technique In play
ing.’ Mrs. Harrlet Leggat now
organist and cholr director for
the past thirty years agrees

Viewed from the sanctuary
the organ appears to be only a
symetrical row of gilded pipes set

in the facade Some are speak-
ers ' and others are dummies for
appearance But In the organ loft
in the rear there are 17 ranks of
pipes. controlled from the con-
sole by two manuals with 14
stops plus a pedal bank.

inthe swell division, thereis
a two-rank mixture of pipes tn
cluding oboe and bassoon. also
flute and reed There Is one mix
ture in the “great’ division In

cluding a trumpet stop
The ancient Willcox cannot
possibly compete with the

Mighty Wurlitzer of by gone
movie palace organs. but for the
parishioners of the First Parish
it s a very dear Instrument



